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J O I N  C I F F  N O W  A N D  S A V E !
MELANCHOLIA 
Writer/Director: Lars Von Trier

Cannes Film Festival 2011  
Best Actress: Kirsten Dunst 
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MULLOON CREEK Natural Farms between
Bungendore and Braidwood is a leader of new
farming and land restoration possibilities
backed by research. But it also echoes the best
of old-style farming – the farm as village, the
organic methods and a generous approach to
the needs of animals raised for food
production.

This is the brainchild and the legacy of
jewellery store entrepreneur Antony Coote.
He is backed all the way by his partner Toni
Dale, the creative businesswoman who
lovingly restored the ‘ambience’ of the
Carrington in Bungendore, and built a mod-
ern hotel operation there during 23 years.

Tony and Toni share not only a name and
a birthday but also a dedication to a sustainable
future for farming, land management and the
natural environment. Mulloon Creek farms are
also wildlife refuges.

In the style of old, the 6,000 acres of
farmland are home to eight families who work
closely on the various enterprises and research
projects. The Mulloon Creek name is probably
best known for free-range egg production.

by Maria Taylor

IT SEEMS that climate scientists are not the
only ones attracting hate campaigns in response
to what they say in public.

Best-selling children’s author, gardening
expert and environmental activist Jackie French,
who has raised concerns about possible devel-
opment impacts on native plants and animals
and the water supply in the Araluen Valley area,
has experienced a series of frightening events at
her property.

She has received death threats, had a pet
wallaby (maybe two) shot, and her house has
been invaded twice in recent months.

“Whenever a letter of mine appears, a call
has followed,” she told the Bulletin. She said
the phone calls with disgusting messages have
often been made at dinnertime. And she receiv-
ed verbal threats that both she and the tame
wallabies (Rosie and Emily) would be shot.

“Rosie was shot and killed and Emily has
disappeared, presumed also shot,” said French.
“We are concerned about our safety and that
of our animals. There were people loitering
around the house, shooting around the house.”

The home invasions were equally fright-
ening.  That these might have been in response
to her environmental activities was indicated by
what was taken, which was not televisions or
jewellery, she said. She said the Queanbeyan
and Braidwood police were contacted on these
occasions but so far have made no arrests.

But the Mulloon Institute, which Tony
Coote founded and will leave his farm
properties to, is closest to his heart. That’s the
hub of land-management research (with the
Fenner School at ANU and the University of
Sydney) and demonstration projects. The
next field day is on Saturday 5 November –
details at www.themullooninstitute.org.

Field days show how the landscape is
being revived and natural ecosystems are used
in agriculture. ‘Natural’ water management
(bringing back the chains-of-ponds across the
paddocks) and organic methods for food
production are two main directions. And
farming free-range chickens with cows is
learning from the past with a modern
marketing twist.

Toni Dale who directs Institute events
sums up what they are trying to achieve this
way: “We want to create a positive future for
our children’s children through practical
methods of natural agriculture/food prod-
uction, and environmental restoration and
rehabilitation.”

Spending a couple of hours with Tony
Coote, the Bulletin learned more about him
and this commendable vision.

Bulletin: How did you come to doing all
this?
Tony Coote [TC]: Both sides of my family
had farming backgrounds but we also had,
on father’s side of the family, a jewellery
company called Angus and Coote. When I was
a kid we had a farm so I was always on the
land, I learnt to farm with horses, because we
did not have a tractor.

I then had an opportunity to go to a
university in America which was a real
struggle, because I was such a bad student
but I had to survive.

I did my MBA when I came back and
decided to go into the business, because I was
already married with a family. (But) I bought
a block of land in the ‘60s out here at this end
of the valley with the bush behind (at that time
land could be had for $23 per acre). We had
one store and we built that up with manu-
facturing and doing other things. Cont’d p15
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Tony Coote and Toni Dale in the

garden at their Mulloon Creek home.

Tony Coote and Toni Dale in the

garden at their Mulloon Creek home.
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— THE MARKETPLACE: Shop locally —

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

M H O'Rourke is a and
funeral company.

M H O'Rourke has been servicing the district
for .

You can be assured that M H O'Rourke will
.

family-owned
family-committed

over 100 years

meet your family's needs

24 hours – 7 days. 6297 1052 6166 0966Queanbeyan Canberra

FOR ALL
YOUR

FAMILY
HAIR
CARE

CUTS ON
GIBRALTAR
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Monday closed
Tue & Fri 9am–5pm

Wed & Thu 9am–8pm
Sat 8am–1pm

NEW SALON HOURS:

18 Gibraltar Street
Bungendore

Hair extensions available

e y e c a r e

LANGLEY P INO

Canberra City
Opposite Canberra Centre
City Walk, Canberra City

6247 4748

Belconnen
Upper Level Westfield Mall
(next to St George)

6251 4433

Send letters and enquiries to:
Managing Editor: Maria Taylor

0418 731 691
Admin: Christina Taylor

Editorial: media@districtbulletin.com.au

Contacts advertising:
James 0417 273 661
Maria 0418 731 691

or email adverts@districtbulletin.com.au
PO Box 302, Bungendore NSW 2621

Deadline for contributions and advertising booking:
25 October 2011

Website: www.districtbulletin.com.au

Associate Editor:
Sonja Chandler

Editorial Contributors:
Peter Davies, Heike Hahner, Di Johnstone,

Marcele Martins, Sarah Newsome,
Doug Palmer, Nichole Smith, Jo Walker

Editorial interns:
Karen Lovatt, Benjamin Mutandatzi

Design, advertising and production:
Sue Van Homrigh

sue@graphicgesture.com.au

the market @ bungendore

Sunday October 16th 9am - 3pm
at the War Memorial Hall

All your favourite stalls
Come along for a browse

Enjoy a variety of refreshments

natural skin care local grown plants

honey fruit & vegetables

giftware prints & paintings

jewellery glass art

garden products coffee cakes & muffins

toys & models books alpaca garments

pastries knits african beads

vintage clothes soaps printed tea towels

picture frames cookies greeting cards

Oh! it’s OctoberOh! it’s October

Painting Decorating•Painting Decorating•

Tim SnowdonTim Snowdon

Tel: 6238 0693

0405 180 980

Tel: 6238 0693

0405 180 980

Riding instruction:

Arena hire:

Agistment:

Riding clinics:

Other facilities:

Private lessons
for all levels and ages – on your horse –
weekends or weekday evenings.

All weather, undercover,
full size dressage arena with lights –
$20 per horse per hour.

Full board or paddock.
Safe, clean paddocks with excellent
fencing. Private or share, two feeds per
day, rugging/unrugging. Reasonable
rates – short or long term – holiday
stays.

Organised one and
two day clinics with visiting instructors.

on-site float parking,
lunging yard, day yards, hot/cold wash
bay.

FUN – LEARNING – SUCCESS

FAIRY MEADOW PARKFAIRY MEADOW PARK

Phone: 4849 4647 (evenings)
or 0427 494 647

Email: debbiedixon2010@hotmail.com

1594 Tarago Road,
Mount Fairy NSW

Fairy Meadow Park is committed
to providing quality
facilities which
are safe for
horse and
rider.

B.Vis.A.

Cert. Canine/Human Interface

Phone:

Gluten-free products
and much more...

Accounting, Tax and Bookkeeping
servicing Sutton and surrounding areas

Contact Tu Nguyen on 0402 186 192 or
via email tnguyen@2nsaccounting.com.au

For advertising info contact
adverts@district
bulletin.com.au

website...
www.district

bulletin.com.au

QUEANBEYAN CHAINSAW

& GARDEN EQUIPMENT

Authorised sales service for:
brush cutters, blower vacs, bars-chains-sprockets, vacuum cleaners,
pressure washers, chain sharpening, repairs, spare parts, push mowers
and ride-on mowers.

SPECIALIST DEALER NETWORK

24 Yass Road
Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Authorised agents for:
Honda, Stihl, Toro, Kubota

Phone: (02) 6299 1324
Fax: (02) 6297 0348
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Queanbeyan GP Super Clinic openBRAIDWOOD
WORKSHOP
ON KINGS
HIGHWAY
SAFETY
Crash history
not good
THE RTA is seeking community
feedback about road safety on the
Kings Highway near Braidwood in
the face of disturbing accident
statistics in the town’s vicinity.

Member for Monaro John
Barilaro said, in the seven years to
31 May 2011, there were 17 crashes
on the Kings Highway, resulting in
five fatalities”.

“Seven of the 17 crashes
occurred on the northern side of
Braidwood resulting in two fatalities
with 10 crashes on the eastern side
of Braidwood, including three fatal
crashes.

“The predominant types of
crashes are off road on a straight
stretch with vehicles hitting an
object, or rear end crashes.

“The RTA wants the com-
munity’s help to identify possible
road safety improvements for the
Kings Highway at Braidwood and
has launched an online forum where
people can provide comments about
road safety.

“The RTA’s online forum will
run for six weeks, closing on 31
October. I encourage all interested
community members to have their
say online,” Mr Barilaro said.

The forum and additional project
information can be found on the
RTA’s website at: www.rta.nsw.gov.
au/roadprojects.

A community workshop will be
held on Thursday 13 October at the
National Theatre in Braidwood to
gather comments and suggestions on
road safety.

To register your interest in
attending the community workshop
please contact Candice Camacho on
4221 2417 or by email braidwood_
hazards@rta.nsw.gov.au.

THE MINISTER for Health and Age-
ing Nicola Roxon was in Queanbeyan
last month to spruik her government’s
achievement in healthcare with the
official opening of the local GP Super
Clinic (while the building opened in
June).

The clinic model brings health
services together in one place.

Gold mine at
Major’s Creek
approved with
minimal
restrictions

by Catherine Moore
ON AUGUST 23, the Planning
Assessment Commission (PAC) met in
Braidwood to hear submissions on the
Dargues Reef goldmine proposal.

Following the hearing, where a
large number of concerns were raised
(including those from Greens Judith
Turley and Catherine Moore) about the
environmental assessment carried out
by the proponent, many in the
community were hopeful that
conditions of approval would
recognise those concerns. They were
doomed to disappointment.

The Minister had left it up to the
PAC to make the determination and in
early September the state gov-
ernment’s approval was announced,
with further conditions, but which do
not address the core issues of concern.
Given that the main departmental
bureaucrats involved have absolute
support for mining, it is easy to see
now that the decision was never going
to go any other way.

Burra again seeks to cecede from Palerang

People can visit their GP, see a nurse
or a pathologist and pick up their
medicine from a pharmacy all in
one location. While it may cause
competition pressures for other
clinics and pharmacies in town, Ms
Roxan and federal Member Mike
Kelly said this is the future of health
care.

The clinic is opening with 12
GPs and six nurses and also is pro-
viding audiology, speech pathology,
acupuncture, cosmetic medicine
and psychology services. The
Clinic will act as training hub for
the next generation of health
professionals and aims to host up
to six registrars, 10 medical stud-
ents and six nursing students.

The politicians said an imaging
provider and more allied health
providers are expected to join the
clinic shortly. The new facility was
established in association with the
long-time Crawford Street Medical
Clinic.

Ms Roxon said the clinic is
working with Queanbeyan Hospital,
taking GP-type patients who present
to the emergency department when
this is needed.

Extended clinic hours
and boosting GP
services nationwide
After hours and weekend hours are
part of the growing trend of super
clinics. The Queanbeyan GP Super
Clinic is operating from 6–9pm on
Tuesdays and Thursdays; 9am to
noon on Saturdays and 10am to
noon on Sundays.

QUEANBEYAN COUNCIL has
supported a renewed bid by the Burra
Urila Residents and Ratepayers
Association (B.U.R.R.A) to ask the
NSW Government for a boundary
review to allow Burra, Royalla, and
Urila to quit Palerang and transfer to
the neighbouring Queanbeyan Council
area.

A previous bid was knocked back
in 2009 by the then Minister for Local
Government Barbara Perry saying
there was no compelling reason for the
boundary change.

Queanbeyan staff analysis
provided to Councillors for the
September meeting noted that the
decision at the time, “totally ignored
the desire of residents to become part
of a local government area that was
more in keeping with their com-

munities of interest. The decision was
solely focused on the financial position
of Palerang Council.”

Palerang Council General
Manager Peter Bascomb, while not
offering specific figures, confirmed
that “they (Burra) are a net benefit to
us.”

Queanbeyan General Manager
Gary Chapman did offer some
numbers saying that with Burra, the
Queanbeyan rate base would increase
by $571,000 and there would likely be
an increase in Federal Assistance of
$130,410 (2007 figures). However he
estimated this would net to zero when
costed against services to the
transferred area.

Six Councillors and the Mayor
voted to support Burra, with one
Councillor absent and two voting

against. Councillors generally supp-
orted the argument of B.U.R.R.A.
representative Wendy Bell who said
that the geographic distance between
Burra and the rest of Palerang signified
the isolation Burra felt from its local
Council which operates out of
Bungendore. Burra residents use
Queanbeyan schools, medical care,
sports facilities, library and shopping
facilities. This is known as the
community of interest.

More than 50 percent of the Burra
electors actually signed the 2007
petition for a boundary review, said
Bell, and there is nothing to indicate
these views have changed.

Councillor Trudy Taylor said that
when she reported for the Queanbeyan
Age she found everyone she spoke to
in Burra considered Queanbeyan their

home town. “We should do everything
to facilitate that” she said.

Mayor Tim Overall said that he
supports the community of interest
argument and that it was not about a
cost benefit analysis. Councillor Sue
Whelan welcomed the idea and said
as “people are using our services
already, they can help pay for them.”
(Some state-funded cost sharing does
now exist between the Councils for
example for libraries, said Bascomb,
and some services like home help are
funded in common).

The community theme was strong,
but Councillor Ann Rocca voting
against said “we all know how
expensive it is to service a rural area,
we shouldn’t take on another one”.

Continued p4

> More REGIONAL NEWS p13
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BRIAN
New Internationalist,
committed to
global justice.
Plays hot jazz.

‘No matter

what I’m doing,

my super fund

is on the job

making sure

my investments

are clean and

green.’

Australian Ethical Investment Ltd (‘AEI’) ABN 47 003 188 930, AFSL 229949. Australian Ethical Superannuation
Pty Ltd ABN 43 079 259 733 RSEL L0001441. A PDS is available from our website or by calling us and should

be considered before making an investment decision. Australian Ethical ® is a registered trademark of AEI.

1800 021 227 •www.australianethical.com.au

— FILM REVIEWS —

Page One: Inside The New
York Times is a documentary about
the best of The New York Times, the
worst of The New York Times and asks
if the end of The New York Times is
nigh. It shows the best of The New York
Times through its past as a newspaper
that had strong credibility for invest-
igative journalism.

The coverage of WikiLeaks asks
what is journalism. In a telephone
interview shown in the film, Julian
Assange says he is primarily an activist
seeking justice.

The film makes the point that
strong independent investigative
journalism is one of the mainstays of
democracy. The managing editor says
journalism should be judicious but
not judicial.

However, even investigative
journalism has pitfalls. One example
is the failings of Judith Miller ’s
reporting on the alleged Iraq Weapons
of Mass Destruction. Some of the
stories she wrote for The New York
Times were found to be inaccurate or
false. Jayson Blair’s overly creative
journalism and plagiarism are also
reported as being a low point in the
history of The New York Times.

Loss of credibility is flagged as a
potential nail in the coffin for the
paper. Another is loss of revenue from
advertising and reader purchases of the
paper in print form. The online version
was, until recently, free. The film asks
who should pay, and how, for freedom
of the press.

The film also deals with the
challenges facing the print media as a
business. The owner of the Los
Angeles Times says that journalists
should give readers what they want.
One of the journalists asks: does this
mean the news should only cover
puppies and porn?
The ill-effect of new media
on news content
Ariana Huffington of the hugely
successful electronic Huffington Post
discusses how the medium is affecting
the message. The rise of blogging and
Twitter has brought significant

Judy Thompson reviews some new films that show us what’s wrong
with the news business, how Irish criminality can be still be funny
and how David Williamson turns workplace relations into
powerful drama.

changes to the way readers
interact with news and
journalism. A sequence
shows online news reporting
that is based on what is being
most blogged or Tweeted.
Sadly, it showed some pretty
superficial interests.

The star of the film is David
Carr, an uncompromising jour-
nalist who has successfully
overcome several addictions plus
single parenthood on welfare. He has
a funny dry wit, gets straight to the
point and demonstrates some very
assertive negotiations.

Charles Dickens’ opening lines in
the novel A Tale of Two Cities about
revolutionary times seem relevant to
this subject matter:

“It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness,
it was the epoch of belief, it was the
epoch of incredulity...”

The documentary has been
criticised by Michael Kinsey in The
New York Times’ review as a “mess that
flits from topic to topic while
explaining nothing like someone
careering around a supermarket
without a shopping list”.

I enjoyed the film but then, I am a
haphazard shopper. Highly
recommended.

——  * * *  ——
The Guard is a film about a rural
Irish policeman, Sergeant Boyle, who
becomes involved in a drug smugg-
ling conspiracy.

He is cunning; foul mouthed, lazy,
flawed but basically good-hearted
and rises to meet his final challenge
with bravery. Or is he a good swimmer
who escapes to another life, after hav-
ing made his current life as a policeman
in a corrupt network untenable?

The drug smugglers are also very
interesting. Crime is not all it is
cracked up to be, with one of the thugs
lamenting the poor quality of clien-
tele he has to deal with everyday.

Another thug ponders whether he
is a psychopath or a sociopath. His

colleagues in
crime help out by

exploring the differences in these
terms and how they applied to him.
The thugs also enjoy a bit of literary
banter about James Joyce’s Ulysses
and poetry.

Most of the film involves the
interactions between Boyle and the
American FBI agent, Wendell Everett,
who has been sent to intercept the
drug smugglers. Everett is strait laced,
intelligent, well educated and earn-
estly ethical, in other words pretty
much everything Boyle is not. All of
Everett’s good qualities are however
to no avail in a corrupt, poor, remote
rural society that refuses to commun-
icate with outsiders.

Supporting characters are well
done, such as the young constable
and his imported Eastern European
wife and also the Irish prostitutes
who assist Boyle with his recreational
activities. Boyle’s mother is termin-
ally ill and his relationship with her
illustrates his innate goodness with-
out being sentimental. A young boy on
a sad little bicycle appears through-
out the film and he demonstrates
early opportunistic skills when he
finds some guns on a moor.

While aghast at some of Boyle’s
actions and politically incorrect
statements I could not help liking
him. This was a really enjoyable,
funny film.

——  * * *  ——
Face to Face is based on a play
written by David Williamson inspired
by transcripts from community justice
sessions. According to the film’s
website it was elected as the second
most popular film at the Melbourne
International Film Festival.

Continued next page

COST OF NATURAL DISASTERS TO
ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT

The tailings dam won’t be moved. It will be up to the mining company
to make good in regard to Major’s Creek itself and the impact on individual
water supplies.

Trucks day and night, blasting anytime
Although Cortona has told the ABC that there will only be eight truck
movements a day, the conditions allow for a maximum of four per hour, or
355,000 tonnes per year, 7am to 10pm six days (8am–10pm on Sundays).
These trucks will travel 392km to Parkes, where the ore processing will be
finalised (with no carbon price required). Crushing can happen 7am–7pm
seven days, and underground blasting at any time, day or night.

A Community Consultative Committee is being set up, applications for
which closed on October 5. With the regulator sitting at a desk hundreds of
km away, history has demonstrated that it will only be ongoing community
vigilance that ensures all the conditions are adhered to.

The proposal was referred to the Federal Government under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, due to the threat
to federally-listed endangered species, and the community had held out some
hope that common sense might prevail. But on September 28, Minister Tony
Burke announced his approval.

Eurobodalla water supply remains concern
From the outset, Eurobodalla Shire Council (ESC) has remained extremely
concerned at the threat to its water supply – 100,000 people at peak times
rely on the catchment. The ESC has been considering an appeal and is
awaiting legal advice which should be announced next week.

Councils like ours are supposed to be grateful for developments such as
these because they can bring much-needed boosts to our coffers. Greens
and others would argue that local government should be properly funded by
the state and federal spheres, and not be reliant on mining activities to provide
the facilities that people expect.

Cost to economy of mining spin
The Australia Institute has struck gold yet again with its document Mining
the facts. According to the Institute, the mining industry ran a $22 million
ad campaign against the Resources Super Profits Tax, which would have
netted the government $200 billion. The new Mineral Resource Rent Tax
will raise $38.5 billion which represents an equivalent of a 730,000% return
on the $22 million investment for the mining industry. The Greens are calling
for gold to be included in the new-look tax.

–– Catherine Moore

GOLD MINE AT MAJOR’S CREEK Cont’d from p3

QUEANBEYAN CITY Council has asked for and been offered $200,180
by NSW to cover the cost of cleanup and repairs to infrastructure follow-
ing floods in November and December last year.

Council faced the cost of debris cleanup from roads, footpaths, parks
and other community areas, as well as repairs to recreational facilities.
Playing surfaces at the Queanbeyan East tennis courts, the Morisset Street
Caravan Park and Carinya Avenue Riverside Oval will benefit from the
funding, which does not cover all costs.

The Department of Finance and Services has released figures showing
that in the last three financial years, statewide, NSW has paid out more
than $30 million to councils to cover the costs of emergency works and
damage repair. This is in addition to substantial financial assistance
administered by the Roads and Traffic Authority for damage to council
roads and bridges.

Under an agreement with the Australian Government, NSW pays for
the first $119.7 million of natural disaster infrastructure costs each year.
The Australian Government matches NSW expenditure for costs between
$119.7 million and $209.5 million and beyond that covers three quarters
of all costs.
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Mia Wasikowska opens
Canberra International Film Festival

The film is centred on Wayne, a
young construction worker who has
rammed the back of his employer’s car.
Luke Ford plays Wayne, a young man
who appears to have all the reasoning
capabilities of an angry young bull
elephant.

Rather than go to jail Wayne must
confront the consequences of his
actions in a group session that includes
his co-workers, his mother, his
employer (Vince Colosimo), emp-
loyer’s mistress and his employer’s
wife (Sigrid Thornton).

I N T E R N A T I O N A L L Y
ACCLAIMED Canberra actor, Mia
Wasikowska, headlines the opening
film at the 15th Canberra Inter-
national Film Festival (CIFF).

Mia shines in the Australian
Premiere of Gus Van Sant’s Rest-
less, a delicate, tender and quirky
story of two people finding love.

The 2011 program consists of
58 extraordinary films (17 Aust-
ralian premieres) that include family
films, comedy, drama, mayhem and
breathtaking beauties about love
and desire. New this year at the Arc
Cinema is a celebration of song,
dance and classic musicals,
presented in collaboration with the
National Film and Sound Archive.

major role in the arts and festival
calendar of the ACT. “CIFF has
become one of Canberra’s signature
events in the heart of the city,” she
said. “The Festival provides an
opportunity for all Canberrans to
engage with international and nat-
ional filmmakers, emerging film-
makers, industry guests and film
lovers.”

“I’m proud that TransACT is the
principal sponsor for the fourth year
running,” TransACT Chief Executive
Officer Ivan Slavich said. “We’re
passionate about supporting the
Canberra community and look for-
ward to seeing the incredible range of
films on offer throughout the 2011
Festival.”

Artistic Director Simon Weaving
said “I see some wonderful and
interesting characters as I sit back and
ponder this year’s festival program –
from French tomboys and Japanese
chefs, to Norwegian troll hunters and
unlikely heroes from the back blocks
of London.

“It is, of course, always the
characters that draw us into storytelling
– and whether they are real, like
Australia’s Chad Morgan, or totally
and deliciously fictitious (and there
are plenty of those!) there’s nothing
quite like seeing and feeling another
view of the world through their eyes
and their actions.”

ACT Chief Minister Katy
Gallagher said the Festival plays a

Become a member of CIFF online
or at the Dendy. Come and save 40
percent on tickets and see some of the
2011 stars including Kirsten Dunst,
Ewan McGregor, Tilda Swinton, John
Cleese, Ryan Reynolds and Australia’s
very own Olivia Newton John.

Mia Wasikowska and Henry Hopper in opening night film
Restless.

Noah Reid, Marc Jordan and Olivia Newton-John in closing night film
Score: An Ice-Hockey Musical.

Festival Facts:
• Wednesday October 26 –

Sunday November 6

• 58 films [95 screenings
from 26 countries]

• Find the CIFF program and
view film trailers at
www.canberrafilm
festival.com.au

Mathew Newton plays Jack
Manning as the facilitator of the
community justice session which
explores the background workplace
dynamics that led to the car-ramming
drama.

As the story unfolds it becomes
clear that nearly all the participants
have been less than ethical in their
dealings with each other and that they
have all contributed to a workplace
where there is bullying and
harassment. Wayne’s lack of control is
not excused but things are not as they
initially seemed.

The co-workers are well done,
particularly Hakim, who objects to all
the hugging that happens in the course
of this increasingly emotional session
and final resolution of issues under the
guidance of a calm and collected Jack
Manning.

I found this to be a thought
provoking film.

www.canberrafilmfestival.com.au

58 fi lms
26 countries
12 days

For accommodation
call 02 6247 8999 for 
Crowne Plaza Canberra’s 
Stay and See Package

OR 

Canberra and Region 
Visitors Centre 
1300 554 114

15th C A N B E R R A  I N T E R N AT I O N A L

FILM FESTIVAL
Wednesday 26 October – Sunday 6 November 2011

TransACT proudly presents the … 
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ERINDALE

6231 4700

Unit 3, Erindale Chambers
Comrie St ACT 2903

Tel:

BUNGENDORE

6238 0192

Unit 4, 33 Ellendon Street
Bungendore 2621

Tel:

For advice in matters including

Bungendore and Erindale

Is the planning
process confusing?

Let phl guide you through.

Planning
Civil Design
Applications
Subdivisions

Electronic Plan Lodgement

6238 0144
13 Gibraltar Street, Bungendore 2621

www.phlsurveyors.com.au

– Gardening –

Pomaderris
A LIGHTER SHADE OF PALE

by Jo Walker
IN A PREVIOUS issue of the Bulletin (August
2008, you can find it on the website) I wrote
about some of the Pomaderris species I’ve
grown, describing those with the most colour-
ful flowers. Now it’s the turn of some of the
paler-flowered (but equally attractive) species.

One of the earliest of the cream-flowered
species to flower is Pomaderris eriocephala.
This one bears profuse globular heads of small
pale flowers in early October, and carries
clusters of reddish-brown furry seed capsules.

Watch for these species in
November
Now for the ones that flower in November. P.
angustifolia is one of the larger local species.
This shrub can grow to 2–3 metres with an equal

OPEN
GARDENS
for your enjoyment
The 2011–12 Open Garden Season dates for
October – all within an easy weekend drive from
Palerang and Queanbeyan.

Mayfield (Gowrie)
Abundant roses blooming in terraced beds
combine with perennials and exotics to create
a cottage garden feel in back garden. Elegant
Eucalyptus mannifera provides a canopy for
front beds where groundcovers flourish.

ADDRESS  26 Gratwick St, Gowrie.
OPEN  15–16 Oct 2011.
EXTRAS  Plants available for purchase.

Meadow Cottage (Gundaroo)
Peaceful rambling garden overlooking a lake
fringed with willows, Lombardy poplars and
old quince trees. Shade-loving bulbs, peonies,
rhododendrons, hydrangeas and camellias
nestle in the woodland garden. Heritage roses
and lavender beds are fringed with catmint.
Old farm machinery and early buildings
provide added interest.

ADDRESS  76 Noyes Lane, Gundaroo.
OPEN  22–23 Oct 2011.

EXTRAS  Refreshments and plants available
for purchase.

Yeumville (Hall)
Mature cypresses and deciduous trees give
cool shade and structure to wide beds of
flowering shrubs, perennials and ground-
covers. Irises provide splashes of colour. A
natural creek area features stonework, ponds
and relaxing walkways. Fruit trees and
vegetable gardens.

ADDRESS  680 Nanima Rd, Hall.
OPEN  22–23 Oct 2011.

Mulliondale (Murrumbateman)
Transformed over 15 years from a dust bowl
and a few pines, this beautiful garden is
anchored by lichen-covered rock terraces, well-
chosen massed plantings and a platform
overlooking Mullion Creek. Roses,
penstemons, salvias, westringia and cistus all
chosen for hardiness and reliable performance.

ADDRESS  Cavan Rd, Murrumbateman.
OPEN  22–23 Oct 2011.

Orion Sculpture Park (Yass)
Artist Stephanie Burns and partner Stephen
Hooper have transformed a barren paddock
into a sculpture park with rooms carefully
designed to present each piece to best

advantage. Colourful perennials and bearded
iris. Increasing shelter and structure from
800 trees, many raised from seed.
2.83ha (7.00ac).

ADDRESS  17 Archer Close, Yass.
OPEN  29–30 Oct 2011.
EXTRAS  Exhibition of Stephanie’s paintings.
Refreshments available to purchase.

For more information on these or any other open gardens, on special events or on
opening your own garden please see the Open Gardens Australia website
www.opengarden.org.au or phone 6260 8002.

Organic Fair at Allsun Farm
– Special Event (Gundaroo)
From permaculture to biodynamics,
featuring the A–Z of organic gardening.
Everything from tools, seedlings, chooks
and chook tractors to books, talks and
techniques. All in the inspirational setting
of Allsun Farm, the garden and commercial
vegetable growing business of Joyce Wilkie
and Michael Plane. Come and see how the
experts do it – growing your own organic,
healthy and tasty produce is easier than
you think!

ADDRESS  1318 Dicks Creek Rd,
Gundaroo.
OPEN  29–30 Oct 2011. $10.00.
EXTRAS  Specialist talks & tours
throughout the weekend. Lunches and
refreshments available to purchase.

A WEST PALERANG GARDEN
from construction site to drought-resistant greenery
In 2009, the Bulletin profiled Jennie and Chris Curtis’s odyssey of building and outfitting a solar passive, energy efficient house
(pictured behind the couple). Now they share with us their landscaping journey, innovatively using material recycled from their
own building site as well as other people’s castaways. Identifying suitable drought and frost hardy native grasses has been
another interesting part of the journey.

THE ENORMOUS PILE of
dirt resulting from a house
site cut often finds its way to
landfill. In the case of the
Curtis house in Bywong, this
dirt was the beginning of a
challenge to use local and
recycled materials in the
slowly evolving garden.

Jennie Curtis, a land-
scape architect based in
Bungendore, uses the garden
as her laboratory to test new
ideas and techniques before
applying them in her design
work. The garden is featured
in an international book on
sustainable landscape design
to be released in early 2012.

First sift dirt
From the excavated dirt,
carefully separated into top
soil and subsoil, has come a surprising array of
construction resources. The top soil has been
used in planting beds and the extensive
vegetable gardens where organic material is
constantly added to improve the soil structure.

The yellow clay and shale subsoil has been
sieved through an old wire bed with the fine
material used to make pressed earth bricks for
building walls. Unexpectedly, the shale pieces
left over after sieving were able to be used as
gravel topping on paths with bigger pieces used
to create dry creekbeds for drainage and to
mulch a steeply sloping garden. This has created
a garden with a distinctly local character.

Encouraged by what could be made using
waste materials, Jennie and husband Chris

Curtis looked around for waste generated by
others that might be useful in the garden. Large
rocks from other site cuts, once an unadmired
resource available for the price of the cartage,
were used to retain the sloping bank around the
house. Recently these rocks have become
fashionable in Canberra gardens and now are
much harder to obtain.

Then seek castaways
Hours spent online followed by hasty trips with
the trailer to help people wanting to dispose of
old bricks and pavers resulted in a collection of
secondhand paving materials.

On one memorable occasion when large
concrete pavers were being laid, it turned out
that there were four different sizes of pavers in

the collection which did not quite fit together.
Since the paving experts were only available that
day, frantic sorting activity and rethinking of
paving patterns happened in a hurry.

The result is a paved terrace with the soft
appearance of weathered concrete where the

materials have dictated the
design. The old bricks have been
used as the base course for
mudbrick walls and other clay
pavers edge gravel paths.

What will grow?
The final challenge for the
garden was to have no artificial
irrigation except in the vegetable
garden. This quest morphed into
an exercise in trialling cultivars
of native grasses, lilies and
grassland plants to find out
which ones lived up to claims of
frost and drought hardiness.
Despite years of drought during
their establishment, many plants
have thrived and appear green
and lush.

So what next for this garden
of innovations and surprises?
According to Jennie Curtis, the

earth and lime paint on the mudbrick court-
yard walls still needs experimentation to get it
working properly and they are working on
turning the alpacas and llamas into a mobile
mowing team for the grass with the help of
electric fencing.

For this household there is always a new
challenge waiting for a creative solution.

width, and the tiny flowers will cover the whole
expanse. They have a noticeable and pleasant
perfume, and the leaves are small and narrow,
so this species could be used as a hedge plant.

A shrub with similar foliage is P. phylicif-
olia. This species often grows along creeks
and rivers or in swampy areas. It is a more
upright plant than P. angustifolia but reaches
much the same height and is also a prolific
flowerer. There is a lower-growing, dense form
from the Blue Mountains that grows to only
about a metre high.

Another Pomaderris with sweetly perfum-
ed flowers is P. prunifolia (seen right). This
plant has dark green leaves (to about 3cm) and
contrasting rusty new growth and can reach a
height of about 3 metres. The flowers are
borne in small but profuse clusters.

P. aspera can grow to the proportions of a
small tree and is usually found in areas of tall
forest. Its leaves are mid-green and large

(usually 10cm or more) with slightly toothed
margins. The greenish cream flowers are borne
in loose and sometimes drooping panicles. Two
of these planted into the bank of the creek on
my place have seeded and produced several
new plants that are doing a good job of stabil-
ising the creek.

At the other extreme, in regard to size, is
P. pallida which usually grows to only about
1.5 metres. Continued p15
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Inner North & Rural
4/3 Cape Street, Dickson ACT 2602
Licensed Agent Blackshaw Real Estate Dickson Pty Ltd

Email: sales@peterblackshawdickson.com.au
Email: rentals@peterblackshawdickson.com.au

www.peterblackshaw.com.au
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Inner North & Rural (02) 6262 5122

Land

For Lease

Rural Property Guide
SALES | AUCTIONS | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

REIACT 2010 Medium Residential

Real Estate Agency of the Year

LAKE BATHURST 868 COVAN CREEK ROAD

Richard Manning 0408 616 840

4 2 3

A magnificent quality built 276sqm brick 
home, 4 bedrooms, double garage with 
internal access, rumpus room and a modern 
open kitchen. This spectacular 104acre block 
has 7 paddocks, 4 dams, cattle yard, 15m x 
6m Colourbond shed on a concrete slab and 
more!  Horse riding, bike riding, bush walking, 
this property has it all. Offers over $645,000

GOOGONG 277 FERNLEIGH DRIVE

John Sneddon 0403 139 701

5 2 2

5 bed + ens solid brick home on 5.3ha  (13ac) 
block with creek frontage and sweeping rural 
views. Features high vaulted ceilings, dbl 
glazing, ducted evap cooling, gas heating, dbl 
sided Cheminee Phillipe fire & a number of 
c’yards for outdoor living. There is a separate 
entry plus a detached self-contained flat. 
Offers over $1,100,000

Luke Jamieson

Property Manager

Chris Dixon

Sales Agent

John Sneddon

Sales Agent

We currently have several prospective 
tenants looking for rural properties.  
If you are thinking of renting your 

property now is the time to give us a 
call on 6262 5122

Richard Manning

Sales Agent

Must be sold. All genuine offers considered. 75 acres of freehold land 
with stunning panoramic views over Canberra, Sutton & Wamboin. 
Ideally located on Sutton Road, minutes from Canberra’s CBD, Qbn, 
airport & the Federal Highway. Approved for dual occupancy. Exceptional 
opportunity to acquire a block this size so close to town. Opportunity 
knocks. $789,000

Premium dual-occupancy block

John Sneddon 0403 139 701

WAMBOIN 1458 SUTTON ROADNorth facing 4 bedroom plus ensuite home with approx. 240m2 of living 
on a 1910m2 block. Constructed by Blackett Homes it features a north 
facing spacious kitchen, meals & family area, a  second living area 
opening onto a paved outdoor entertaining area. There is a single 
garage with internal access plus a triple garage located in the large 
backyard and is set amongst established low maintenance gardens 
and a productive vegie patch.. Offers over $625,000

John Sneddon 0403 139 701

4 2 4

GUNDAROO 17 ROSAMEL STREET

Mullion
By Negotiation
Doctors Flat Road
80ha (200ac) bush block with creeks, wildlife and 
privacy. Ideal getaway for hunting, riding or 
walking. John 0403 139 701

Hall
$555.00 per week
169a Church Lane
3 bed e/s home. Solid fuel & r/c air con. Sep 
lounge & dining. Double carport, enclosed yard. 
Horse agistment available. Luke 6262 5122

Gundaroo
$1,250,000
661 Shingle Hill Way
570ac (approx) of rolling grazing land 30min 
to Civic. Potential to sub-divide & with 3 bed 
cottage, 2 sheds & yards. John 0403 139 701

WAMBOIN 81 CANNING CLOSE

John Sneddon 0403 139 701

4 2 2

4-beds + ens dbl-brick home set on a 20 ac 
bush block in “Old Wamboin”. Features include; 
Blackwood timber kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances, slate flooring, Cheminee Phillipe 
fire, ducted gas heating, glass walled atrium 
and a large game’s room. Creek, productive 
bore, vegie gardens, dbl-garage and dual road 
frontage. 

SO
LD

3 3 2

GUNDAROO 3797 SUTTON ROAD

‘The Bridge’ - admired by many and now yours to own

Christopher Dixon 0414 819 377

Resting on the banks of the Yass River on the edge of 
Gundaroo village is a once in a lifetime opportunity to secure 
an outstanding lifestyle property. Encompassing 18 acres 
(approx) of rich alluvial soils, ‘The Bridge’ boasts gorgeous 
established gardens and trees dating back to 1905. The 
picturesque grounds wrap around the charming homestead 
which is characterised by 3 bedrooms, 2 ensuites, separate 
study, dining, and formal and informal living areas. Wonderful 
period finished include high ceilings, ornate cornices, an 
open fireplace in the lounge and picture windows which 
offer tantalising glimpses to the beautifully manicured 
gardens. Outdoors you will find paved entertaining areas, a 
wisteria covered pergola, tennis court, swimming pool, 
workshop/shed and carport. Combining the very best of 
country living and city convenience you are just 30 minutes 
drive to Canberra’s CBD, and a short walk to Gundaroo 
village and its award-winning restaurants and cafe’s. ‘The 
Bridge’ is a must see, so call us today to organise a time to 
view!
Expressions of interest due by 5:00pm 11 November 2011

Gundaroo
$269,000 each
Lots 17 & 18 Cork Street
Two 2000m2 (approx) building blocks located on the 
main street. Gently sloping with rear lane access. 
Walk to school & shops. Chris 0414 819 377

Gundaroo
Offers over $500,000
123 Beralston Road
2 bed, 2 bath home with log fire to living room, 
open plan din & kitch, lge deck, pool plus sep 
caravan. 35min to CBD. Chris 0414 819 377

WAMBION 832 NORTON ROAD

John Sneddon 0403 139 701

6 3 4

Spacious 6 bed + ens, 2-storey home on 
elevated 26 acre block. Features include large 
lounge/dining area, family room, study, well 
appointed kitchen, central heating, 3 spaces to 
entertain guests, woodfire pizza oven & wine 
store room. Outside there is a DLUG, 2 dams & 
2 x 90,000L water tanks. With stunning views 
to the Brindabella’s and Black Mountain Tower.
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– Country Living –

Dr Lucille Pereira

BDS (Lond) 1994
Dr Hilary Giason

BDS (N’Cle) 2008
Dr William Edmeades

BDS (Lond) 2005
Alanna Henderson

Dental Hygienist

Cnr of Cowper & Antill Streets, Dickson, ACT
6257 2896 | www.dicksondentist.com.au

including crowns, veneers, tooth whitening,

implants and hygiene appointments

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS NOW AVAILABLE!

For all your dental needs

Family Dental Care with a Gentle Touch

12-16 Sandford St, Mitchell, ACT 2911

www.motocentral.com.au
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An amazing
rescue by German Shepherd

I HAD THE DOGS with me when setting up my
horses’ groundwork equipment in a new location
near the hayshed; our arthritic 13-year-old Heeler,
and 3-year-old exuberant German Shepherd,
Rahni.

In the adjacent paddock, a sole kangaroo was
resting on its side. They do that a lot (although
usually more around lunchtime than in the morn-
ing) so I thought nothing of it.

Rahni, who is not normally interested in
kangaroos (thank heavens), was very anxious to
get there, which annoyed me a bit, but I took little
notice, forgetting that the little gate to that paddock
further down was open for the horses to graze in
the garden. Rahni went missing and next I saw
her flying across the paddock, carrying a strange
bundle.

I called her and she came to me, a bit hesitant
at first, with a joey in her mouth!

I had her sit and she opened her mouth
with a bit of prodding to hand me this
totally perfect, unharmed joey.

We figured now that the joey smelt of
dog and people, the mother might not
accept it anymore, as would be the case
with deer. Well we eased the joey into a
dark, cosy bag hanging off a chair and
rang Wildcare, who were going to have
someone come out shortly to collect it.

 Thinking of continuing with my work
outside, I suddenly sensed that there was some-
thing strange about that resting kangaroo, probably
the joey’s mother. I walked up and circled her at a
distance, not to scare her.

Her right hind leg seemed broken close to the
toes, as a piece was dangling by a bit of skin. She
was obviously in pain and almost unable to move.
This had happened some time before we stepped
out in the morning, probably an injury from a
fence.

Two Wildcare people arrived and assessed the
injury. It was found that there was no chance to
fix the leg, so they euthanized the kangaroo to put
her out of her misery, and received the joey. They
said she was about 6-months-old and very healthy.
She will be fed and kept with another five joeys
of similar ages and when old enough, released
back into the wild.

Karen and I were very touched and humbled
by the experience and by seeing such a gorgeous,
intelligent creature so close up! And Rahni – well,
without her delivering the joey, mother and baby
would have slowly died; as we would not have
noticed there was a problem. The universe
works in strange and wonderful ways!

If you have an amazing animal story, tell it to
the Bulletin! See inside front cover for our
details.

Karen Heyer of Carwoola with 6-month-old
kangaroo following an extraordinary rescue
by Rhani the wonder dog.

THIS MONTH we present
the sales activity data for
the six-month period of
1 March 2011 to 31 August
2011 for the rural resi-
dential areas of Bywong,
Carwoola and Wamboin.
Also included in the table

below are the figures for the six months before
that, 1 September 2010 to 28 February 2011
for comparison purposes. This information
was sourced from allhomes.

In comparing the latest six months
reporting period to the six months before that
we can see that;
• the number of house sales were down in

all three areas
• the average number of days on market to

achieve a sale were significantly higher for
Bywong and Carwoola and slightly higher
for Wamboin

• the numbers of properties currently on the
market are less for Bywong and Carwoola
and the same for Wamboin.

Analysis. Seasonal factors and the
general perception of the state of the economy
have undoubtedly had an impact on sales and
created a challenging environment for sellers.
Compared to the previous six months

—  PROPERTY MATTERS with John Sneddon  —

reporting period, the number of sales across
the three areas are down and the time taken
to achieve a sale has increased.

However, as we move into Spring and
with warmer weather resulting in attractive
gardens and countryside, with interest rates
likely to remain on hold or perhaps be
reduced, it would not surprise me if there
were a surge in activity in the near future.

In circumstances like these, it is important
that if you are considering selling you are
aware of the various marketing options to
maximise your sale price and to achieve a sale
in a timely manner.

Introducing Richard
Peter Blackshaw Inner North and Rural
would like to welcome Richard Manning to
our sales team. Having taught in the ACT for
the past 25 years, Richard has moved into
sales and is looking forward to utilising his
broad range of skills and interests to provide
a professional and personalised service for
residents of Bungendore and the nearby
estates. A resident of Bywong, Richard is well
placed to sing the virtues of living in the area.
Next month in Property Matters, Richard will
present an overview of the Bungendore
market.

by Brigitte Heyer

John Sneddon from Peter Blackshaw Real Estate Inner North and Rural Office can be
contacted on 0403 139 701 if you would like any further information or to discuss the
state of the market.

Bywong Carwoola Wamboin
1/3/11– 1/9/10– 1/3/11– 1/9/10– 1/3/11– 1/9/10–
31/8/11 28/2/11 31/8/11 28/2/11 31/8/11 28/2/11

House Sales 6 8 10 13 8 11
Average Sale Price $863,290 $876,813 $866,400 $787,036 $917,110 $673,182
Highest Sale Price $959,000 $1,100,000 $1,120,000 $1,200,000 $1,185,000 $832,000
Lowest Sale Price $605,000 $762,000 $619,000 $580,000 $775,000 $659,000
Average Days on
Market 159 59 152 83 85 79
Land Sales 3 2 0 4 11 3
Houses Currently
For Sale 8 11 10 12 13 13
Houses Currently
Under Offer 0 2 1 4 2 4
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Working hard at creating another
endangered species?

Industry expert leads
Narellan Pools ACT

Narellan Pools ACT would like to introduce Steve Rowbotham, a
pool building professional with 30 years experience who leads the
ACT operation.

Steve and his wife Libby have been building pools throughout the
ACT, Southern NSW and Victoria since 1980. They took over the
Narellan Pools ACT business just two and a half years ago whilst
also owning and operating the Narellan Pools Riverina outlet.

“Libby and I have enjoyed bringing families’ dreams to life and
building the world’s best pools for many years. We are fortunate to have thousands of
happy customers, and friends, throughout the ACT and Riverina,” said Steve.

“We’ve been part of the scene here since 2009 and I have an enthusiastic, caring and
capable team working alongside me.

“I’d be thrilled to have the opportunity to introduce you to our team and show you just how
real our commitment to service and customer satisfaction truly is.”

Why not let Narellan Pools ACT be the team to make your dreams come true.

Visit our showroom at 2 Isa Street, Fyshwick and you could be swimming in your own
beautiful Narellan Pool or Spa this season.

Build with a Team you Can Trust.

RALLY DRIVING: the roar, the
twists and turns, the precise
navigation!

A personal account
Thirty seconds.

The car is idling quietly. I run through the
last checks – one last tug on my harness straps,
checking the tightness. A quick check of the
intercom, making sure both helmets are plugged
in. Both windows wound up. The distance
computer is zeroed precisely on the startline.
Ten seconds.

I quietly remind Dad of the first call – it’s a
road goes right. The road is straight from the
start to this call, and we can both see the gentle
curve of the road away to the right. The pages
of my roadbook have been dog-eared on
alternate pages, so I will never grab two at once.
Five.

Now my heart-rate starts to climb, along with
the revs of the engine as Dad builds the car up
to the start. The whole car is shaking.
Four.

My eyes are glued to the clock as I count
down the seconds to the start. My heart is
hammering against the harnesses; I feel almost
sick with excitement. This is the most tense
moment of the whole stage – the start.
Three.

I have to keep counting, as Dad’s built the
car up to an enormous roar, and I can’t hear the
stage commander. Or so it would seem. In reality
the car is not really that loud, but when you’re
cradled inside it, waiting to be released, it sure
feels that way.
Two.
One.
Go!

“200, road goes right!”
The car leaps away from the line like a

racehorse jumping from the gate, and we’re
away. It’s barely any time at all before I’m telling
Dad that it’s only 100 metres to the road goes
right – then we’re through the right-hander and
away again. All nerves have vanish-ed. There can
be no thought of anything else. Concentration
and rhythm are the key.

The forest road has kinks and twists, dips
and humps, bends and splits enough to confuse
and lose even the most experienced driver – and
that is where the navigator comes in. My job is
to ensure that Dad knows exactly what is ahead
of him, and where, and what will happen when

we get there. Delivery is important – there can be
no confusion as to direction, or where a call is.

Local dirt tracks through
forest, often ‘blind’
A rally takes several formats; the longer events,
often for national or world championships, take
place over two or three days, where the shorter
clubman-style events are often held over one
day. Rallies can take place on tarmac or dirt, and
consist of multiple ‘special stages’, where cars
race against the clock over a set course. There
are often several different stages, and some are
repeated more than once.

In the local region, rallies are dirt-road based,
often through the forests, and frequently take the
form of ‘blind’ rallies, where competitors are
issued with a pre-written roadbook, and are not
allowed to view the roads beforehand. This
means the first glimpse a competitor has of their
course is at speed, on their first run of the day.

Glory days
Rallying is one of the lesser-known motorsports,
but it is also one of the region’s oldest. The
history of rallying in the Canberra and Quean-
beyan areas is rich and diverse – from clubman-
level rallies for those new to the sport to the
famous Castrol International Rally of the 1970’s,
where the world’s greatest drivers came to
Canberra to compete. The region is also home
to some of Australia’s most famous rallying
stages – from the Super Special Stage out in the
Kowen Forest to the infamous Mineshaft jump
in Tidbinbilla.

In the Canberra and Queanbeyan region, the
ACT Series is the local championship. This can
be Gold, Silver, Clubman, or Novice, but
competitors do not have to be entered into a
series to take part in a rally. New competitors
are always encouraged.

The 2011 National Capital Rally, to be
held on October 29, is the second-to-last event
on the ACT Series calendar, and traditionally
the centrepiece of the Series. As such, you can
be sure that the stakes will be high and the
competition fierce. The open service park and
spectacular spectator points make it a great day
out for all the family.
100... Flying Finish!

NSW and the ACT both host interests groups and individuals who think they have a right to
kill kangaroos, a supposedly protected native species, citing commercial, experimental or
‘sporting’ reasons. In aggregate that may be millions of animals every year. While RSPCA
Aust-ralia has not been at the forefront of this issue, it does raise grave concerns regarding
animal welfare and the lack of monitoring consequences – both immediately on killing
females with young at foot and in the pouch, and long term with drought and climate
change not far away. The organisation writes:

• Large numbers of kangaroos are shot inhumanely every year, particularly under the
non-commercial system.

• Each time a female kangaroo is shot her dependent joey is either killed by the shooter or
will die as a result of predation, dehydration or starvation. (AND) The RSPCA has serious
concerns about the suffering caused by shooting females with pouch young.

Until these issues have been properly addressed, questions remain about the humaneness of
kangaroo shooting and the basis for current government policies on the management and
killing of kangaroos.

–– RSPCA Australia 2009, from the website

P O O L S

NARELLAN

Build with a Team you Can TrustBuild with a Team you Can Trust

Your local pool building expert

Steve Rowbotham has

� Over 30 Years Experience

� Thousands of Happy Customers

� Multi Award Winning Builder

� We guarantee to compete with any written quote

Call Us Now for our New Season Special

6239 3556
www.narellanpools.com.au

act@narellanpools.com

Showroom @ 2 Isa Street, Fyshwick
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by Karen Lovatt

Karen and her Dad at the Rallysprint in
April.
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Bereft
by Chris Womersley
Publisher: Scribe

RRP: $24.95

— BOOK REVIEW —

If happiness is a state of mind,

then life’s just a silly love song

A fun, sophisticated and sexy story about love,

life and loss, Love Song explores the power of

imagination, and questions perceptions of reality

and illusion.and illusion.

Love Song explores what it means to love and the

feelings and emotions love provokes. Is love a

delusion, or can the desire and energy of new lovedelusion, or can the desire and energy of new love

generate its own reality?generate its own reality?

A Centre Piece Theatre ProductionA Centre Piece Theatre Production

by John Kolvenbachby John Kolvenbach

Directed by Jordan BestDirected by Jordan Best

♪

TEL: 6285 6290 | WEB: WWW.THEQ.NET.AUTEL: 6285 6290 | WEB: WWW.THEQ.NET.AU

5-8 OCT 8PM | 12-15 OCT 8PM

8 & 15 OCT 2PM | 9 OCT 5PM

ADULTS $42 | CONC. & GROUPS $37

U26 $32 | MAT $25

Jim AdamikJim AdamikJim AdamikJim Adamik

Jenna RobertsJenna RobertsJenna RobertsJenna Roberts

Sophie BenassiSophie BenassiSophie BenassiSophie Benassi

Tim SekulessTim SekulessTim SekulessTim Sekuless

QUEANBEYAN
PERFORMING
ARTS
CENTRET

H
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WE’RE
 BACK

!

From ‘Robin Hood’ bushrangers to Robbie Burns balladeers, 
home-grown country lasses to blistering blues divas,  

comedy & satire to poignancy & pathos. 

Concerts, Dances, Workshops, Kidstuff, Markets & Sessions

MAJORS CREEK  - 11-13TH NOV 2011
Martin Pearson, Riogh, Rough Red, Fred Smith, Wedded Bliss, 
Hannah Gillespie, Johnny Huckle, O’Neill & Rodgers, Humbug,  
Franklyn B Paverty, Francesca Sidoti - and many, many more!  

www.musicatthecreek.com.au
tickets@musicatthecreek.com

(02) 4842 8142

Why pay for
your games when you can

get the same game for
at

Revolution CD

full price

up to 70% off

And quality?
We give a 3

on every item sold
month warranty

Revolution CD
49 Monaro St Queanbeyan

6297 0067

Now buying iPads, iPods, iPhones
mobile phones and other mobile tablets.

Now buying iPads, iPods, iPhones
mobile phones and other mobile tablets.

– Theatre, Reviews and Music –
MAJOR’S CREEK MUSIC

It’s anything but ROUGH n REDdy!

AFTER THE WAR CAME
THE EPIDEMIC

A tale of mystery
and redemption
in the midst of
real horror

by Di Johnstone
Bereft is an appropriate title for this intriguing
and haunting novel with a story brimming
with loss and grief, at the heart of which is
one man’s search for redemption and revenge.
It is also a story of two outsiders, unlikely
allies, united in surprising ways by a common
cause. And while of a very different time, there
are eerily familiar themes.

The novel is set in the period immediately
after World War I, a time about which Austra-
lians today know very little as most of those
that have firsthand experience have died. It
explores the difficult issue of men who went
to war and returned home irrevocably changed
and psychologically scarred, to a society they
once knew well but where they no longer have
a place.

This was a time, too, when Australia was
also gripped by Spanish influenza, a disease
that engulfed a world already shattered by
war. The epidemic was felt in every part of
Australia, no matter how remote.

Epidemic fear
It is hard for us to envisage the overwhelming
fear this epidemic caused as it killed millions
and decimated communities. Its impact is
brought home in a searing account of the
suffering endured by those kept isolated and

satire to poignancy and pathos.
Festival favourite Martin Pearson

is renowned as not only a marvellous
satirist but also as a wonderful poet,
musician, singer and author. In my
opinion, Wollongong’s Riogh are
Australia’s finest Celtic band –
incredibly talented musicians, each
with decades of musical experience,
and lead singer, Danny Priestly has
one of the best voices in the business.
Don’t miss them!

The headline riffs on Brisbane
folk/rock band Rough Red who bring
their original songs, masterful
musicianship and biting four-part
harmonies to the Creek. Their songs

MUSIC AT THE CREEK is back with
a vengeance this year, with a superb
program of music and dance. A peek
at some of the acts confirmed so far

hints at everything from ‘Robin Hood’
bushrangers to Robbie Burns balla-
deers, home-grown country lasses to
blistering blues divas, comedy and

Continued next page

Love most unexpected is fun

reflect their Australian heritage, feat-
uring bushrangers, seafaring, haunted
trains, bank robbery and the Outback.

Ah – now to the home-grown
country lass! Majors Creek singer
Hannah Gillespie brings her collection
of country, folk and roots inspired
songs to the festival for the first time
this year. With two highly-acclaimed
albums under her belt and her backing
band, the lads from Fire on the Hill
in tow, she will bring to the stage a
certain honesty that only a local
country girl can bring home.

And there’s much more… from
Miss Molly’s Maypole Dancing for
Kids to Matthew Brady’s Convict

Bushranger workshop, Humbug’s
Tribute to Robbie Burns, Johnny
Huckle’s absorbing stories and songs,
Ruby for Lucy’s sweet vocals, Rafe &
the Well Dressed’s fashion sense,
Francesca Sidoti’s ‘dulcet voice and
whimsical lyrics’, Franklyn B
Paverty’s attempt at fitting a record
number of musicians on stage in the
hall for the Saturday Dance.

I could go on, but I’ll leave it until
next month to tell you more about the
program!

by Ros Hales

LOVE SONG which is playing at ‘The
Q’ until 15 October is a romantic
comedy with a lovely take on the
transformative power of falling in
love and all that entails in emotional
and sexual terms, and how this feel-
ing can be catching for long-married
and mundane relationships nearby.

Canberra’s Centrepiece Theatre
Company produced the play with
support from ‘The Q’ and the
Queanbeyan City Council.

Director Jordan Best said the
play by American playwright John
Kolvenbach is “just exquisite”, very
funny while building on a sad
situation in a small family. Main
character Beane suffers from depress-
ion and his life is isolated and lonely,
even though he has a protective

older sister who is otherwise a work-
aholic with a pretty unexciting
marriage.

Everything changes when a burg-
lar enters Beane’s apartment, and
finding absolutely nothing to steal, is

intrigued by him. The burglar is
female, funny and full of life and
Beane falls head-over-heels in love
with her. His world is transformed
and the ripples affect his sister’s life
too. There is a twist ending.

“It’s a very light approach to
dealing with a mental health issue –
depression,” said Best. “I’ve done a
lot of plays, and I hadn’t fallen in
love with a script like I did with this
one.”

Everyone in Centrepiece Theatre
Company also has a day job, so
mounting productions is always a
“huge labour of love” in itself. ‘The
Q’s’ support for the production was a
huge opportunity, said Best grate-
fully.

For more information, including
volunteering and ticketing, go to
www.musicatthecreek.com.au

— The Bulletin theatre
department

Director Jordan Best
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BRAIDWOOD’S KATE STEVENS WINS
MAJOR ART PRIZE
Kate Stevens has been named the
winner of the 2011 Portia Geach
Memorial Award. Her painting of
animator, video and street artist Willy
Bernardoff, titled Indian Dream won
the $18,000 prize attached to the
award.
Ms Stevens said through a press
release: “This painting is about the
dream of India – the romanticisation
of the East; the epic road trip as a
rite of passage; the idea of
something surpassing the actual
experience of it. It is about pin-ups
and Bollywood soundtracks; about
boys and bikes; about longing and
wanderlust, and beauty and dust and
distance.”
Ms Stevens’ artwork topped a field
of 52 portraits “painted from life of
some man or woman distinguished
in Art, Letters and Sciences”, being
hung at this year’s exhibition at the
National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery,
Sydney through October.
The annual prize for a female artist is
awarded by The Trust Company,
acting as trustees. The Portia Geach Memorial Award was established by Florence Kate
Geach in memory of her sister, artist Portia Geach, who spent much of her life
campaigning for the rights of women in Australia and was determined to make a living
from painting.

2011 Queanbeyan Arts Trail and
Open Studio Weekend
Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 October

It’s on again! The Queanbeyan Arts Trail and Open Studio Weekend! This highly
anticipated annual arts event allows visitors to take a self-guided tour around some of
Queanbeyan’s many art studios and galleries. Meet the artists, tour the studios, watch
demonstrations and add to your private collection with original artwork available for sale.
Prefer to tour the city’s studios and galleries in chauffeured comfort? Why not book a seat
on the Arts Trail Bus! This leisurely trip includes morning tea at Benedict House, lunch at
Googong and champers and canapés at the Artists’ Shed – I say, that does sound
civilised!! And still only $25 per person!
Self-guided tour Saturday 29 & Sunday 30 October
Map and brochure available from Queanbeyan City Library, ‘The Q’ and the Queanbeyan
Tourist Information Centre.
Arts Trail Bus Sunday 30 October 10am–3pm
$25 per person
Bookings essential 6285 6170 or
email culturalservices@qcc.nsw.gov.au

untouchable in order to save others from its
ravages.

The book opens with Quinn Walker return-
ing on a troopship from the war, flinging a
bravery medal into the sea. Before the war he
had fled his home in the NSW country town of
Flint after being accused of a heinous crime,
the murder of his sister. His father does not
mourn him and would kill him for the crime.
In the loss of millions, Quinn is presumed
dead.

Quinn returns in secret to clear his name
and as his mother lies dying, he finds a way to
explain to her his innocence and plots to deal
with those responsible. His discovery that the
perpetrators committed similar crimes strength-
ens his resolve. As the crime is revealed we
have an insight into the fate of vulnerable
young girls in remote communities.

Central to the book is the landscape –
forbidding, drought-stricken and yet providing
a welcome hiding place for those who would
not wish to be seen. In this landscape Quinn

lurks beyond the reach of the law but is able
to move freely into the small community and
back into hiding. He shares his hiding place
with another outsider, a young girl who has
fled the town and her presumed fate. She is
a sort of bush sprite – innocent and yet all
knowing. They become allies.

Award winner and film
option
This is a grim story. There is much grief and
many who are bereft. The dialogue is
believable and the imagery of the landscape is
vivid. The story is fascinating and strange.
There are a few themes running simultan-
eously and perhaps sometimes too many. A
somewhat biblical reference involving a lamb
is gruesome and perhaps a bit farfetched. But
this is minor criticism for an otherwise very
good novel.

The book won the 2011 Indie Award for
Best Novel and the film option has been sold.
It is likely to make a bleak but very good
film.
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SHEPHERDS RUN
AT WAMBOIN

Then come for a tipple on Friday
afternoon and stay for dinner ... or grab
a take-away pizza on your way home!

Pizzas available from 5–8pm
every Friday and Saturday

Don’t feel like cooking after
a long week at work?

Telephone 6238 3842

Wamboin Winery
344 Norton Rd WAMBOIN

Open 7 Days-a-week for Larger Functions

Opening Hours:
Fri:

Sat:

From 11am – Lunch from 12noon,

Wamboin Wine Down from 4pm

From 11am – Lunch from 12noon,

Dinner from 6pm

Sun: 11am until 4pm – Lunch from 12noon

20 Gibraltar St, Bungendore

Ph 02 6238 1260

Email — lakegeorgehotel@gmail.com

The George Restaurant & BistroThe George Restaurant & Bistro

– Open 7 Days –

Doing Breakfast on Sat & Sun Mornings from 9am

Order from the children’s menu by 7pm and only pay $5

Light refreshments from 2pm till 5pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoons

We also offer blackboard specials

The George Restaurant & Bistro

Lunch: 12pm to 2pm ( )7 days
Dinner: 6pm to 9pm ( )7 days

Wednesday & Thursday Nights
$12 Rump & $12 Schnitzel

Lake George HotelLake George HotelLake George Hotel

Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday Nights

– Food and Wine –

The Sunset Markets offer enticing food stalls, live music
and entertainment, a great range of markets stalls

selling products by our local artists and
crafts people, gourmet foods, collectables

and much more!

The focus is on
high quality local handmade arts

and crafts, local produce and food suppliers as
well as local entertainment to enjoy as the sun goes down.

For more information contact:

Ros Hales 6285 6170

or ros.hales@qcc.nsw.gov.au

Starting 7 October
In the courtyard at 253 Crawford Street

adjacent to the Queanbeyan Library

Starting 7 October
In the courtyard at 253 Crawford Street

adjacent to the Queanbeyan Library

1st & 3rd
Fridays
5-8pm

Community,
music and much
more at the
markets

Local
markets
benefit all

by Kate Shelton

Queanbeyan Special Needs Group to organise
them, and at each market community and school
groups will be featured.

For the first two markets of the season, the
Queanbeyan Public School will hold a
fundraising sausage sizzle to send their best
and brightest Yr 5 and Yr 6 kids to Hobart for
the final in the Tournament of the Minds. They
won two out of four team places in the regional
ACT finals last week.

Music at the markets: some
awesome talents
Kate Shelton has described the food, wine and
produce philosophy of the markets, so I’ll tell

Support Queanbeyan
Public School Tournament

of Minds bid

People appreciate knowing where their
food comes from and they often want to
support local growers. The intention is to
develop this Queanbeyan market so it
becomes pivotal in the local food system
with supplies coming from the local region.

Growers and residents with a veggie patch
are encouraged to bring their goods along to
sell if they have a surplus to their business or
family’s requirements. Benedict House will
provide a produce stall, where growers can
join us and either sell items themselves or leave
the items for us to sell.

Shepherds Run winery will have tastings
and wine for sale and there are several food

you a bit about the music that we’ll be enjoying
at the markets in the next few weeks.

The Sunset Markets will feature some local
bands that will be appearing at the Majors Creek
music festival in November. First up, on 7
October, is Canberra’s No1 bush band, Franklyn
B Paverty. Paverty is always a crowd fav-
ourite, playing everything from Slim Dusty
to traditional bush songs.

On 21 October young Majors Creek singer/
songwriter Hannah Gillespie along with her
band will entertain market goers. Hannah has
two highly-acclaimed albums under her belt
and listeners are sure to enjoy her special style
of homegrown country, folk and roots inspired
songs.

Well known and respected Canberra
country/folk musicians Dave O’Neill and Bob
Rodgers have reformed their country band, The
Rodeo Clowns. The O’Neill & Rodgers duo are
playing at Music at the Creek in November;
however it’s the Rodeo Clowns who’ll keep the
patrons at the Sunset Markets.

Some of these performers will also be
playing at the official launch of Music at the
Creek at the Shed Sessions, The Artists Shed,
Queanbeyan at 2pm on 30 October. This
coincides with the bus tour for the Queanbeyan
Arts Trail and Open Studios weekend. The bus
tour will begin and end at The Artists Shed – so
patrons can combine their taste of the visual arts
with some wonderful music to end the day. For
the program of music at the Shed Sessions
during October, see the Gig Guide, p15.

by Ros Hales

THE TWICE-A-MONTH Queanbeyan
Summer Sunset Markets have started again
this month (first one 7th October) for a
season that goes until autumn (see ad below
for the when and where details). The markets
are all about community – the Queanbeyan
City Council works in partnership with the

vendors, already on board. With local musi-
cians, food and wine, the Markets are devel-
oping into a relaxed Friday evening event
that reflects the wider community and brings
people together.

Showcase for arts, crafts
and retro too
The local arts community is also on show. Stalls
in arts and craft have ranged from glassblow-
ing to botanical watercolours. Retro and coll-
ectors stalls are becoming popular.

A market ‘connects’ the buyer and the
maker or grower, in a way that cannot be done

online or in chain stores. Come along to soak
up the atmosphere and buy Christmas gifts
from local artists.

A bonus: the popular charity second-hand
Book Fair is on the same evenings across the
road – a non-expensive way for all the family
to expand their library.

“Spring has returned. The Earth is
like a child that knows poems”

— Rainer Maria Rilke.

SPRING GREENS are in abundance. Asparagus
is in the shops at a great price – Aldi’s $1.49
last week. Snap peas and beans are also cheap.
I am waiting for my late broad beans, but the
herbs have taken off.

We are all looking forward to the Quean-
beyan Summer Sunset Markets again starting
on 7 October. There is a growing interest in
community markets and local food and wine.
(Local here means regional including
Palerang.)

For information regarding food produce
call Kate Shelton on 6284 2868.

Interested stallholders call Ros Hales on
6285 6551.
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Your chance to meet with Council
Queanbeyan City Council will hold three community
meetings around the Local Government Area in
October. These community meetings allow residents
to gather important information on Council projects,
have an input into Council decisions and to also
ask questions of Council staff. The next Community
Meetings will be held in October as follows:
• Thursday 13 October at the Jerrabomberra

Community Centre from 6pm.
• Tuesday 18 October at the Queanbeyan City

Council Chambers from 6pm.
• Thursday 20 October at the Fernleigh Park

Community Hall from 6pm.

All Queanbeyan residents are invited to any of the
three meetings. Contact Margaret Simonovski on
6285 6223 or email margaret.simonovski@qcc.nsw.
gov.au for additional information or to place an item
on the agenda.

BURRA’s push to join Queanbeyan
At our September meeting, Council agreed to
initiate a review by the Minister of the Burra Urila
Residents and Ratepayers Association’s (BURRA)
submission for a boundary adjustment to enable the
area of Burra, Urila and Royalla to be transferred
to the Queanbeyan Local Government Area from

Palerang. BURRA made an application to the Minister
Local Government in 2007 to be transferred to the
Queanbeyan Local Government Area, however the
Minister rejected the claim in 2009. Council will now
seek to initiate a review by the Minister of the local
government boundaries that currently exist between
Queanbeyan and Palerang that would allow the
area identified in BURRA’s 2007 submission to be
transferred to the Queanbeyan Local Government
Area. Some of the reasons behind BURRA’s
submission include
• community interest and geographic cohesion
• historical ties to Queanbeyan
• what they see as financial advantages due to

Queanbeyan’s economy
• improved access to elected representatives
• likelihood of better services and response times.

Discussing future public transport
Council will hold a public forum on Thursday 27
October 2011 to discuss the city’s future public
transport needs. The forum will assist Council in the
preparation of a Queanbeyan Transport Strategy. The
forum will also help determine strategies that Council
may use to help the community better understand
Council’s role with respect to public transport and
inform the Council on community expectations around
the provision of public transport and pedestrian
facilities. Queanbeyan’s transport system will come
under increased pressure over the next 20 years
as the city’s population rises from 40,000 to around
70,000. The first forum will be held at 6.30pm in
the Harry Hesse Room of the RB Smith Community
Centre on 27 October. A second forum will be held
on a date to be confirmed. To register your interest
contact Nina Needham on 6285 6245 or nina.
needham@qcc.nsw.gov.au

Get down to the Riverside Café
Spring has sprung and there is no better place
to enjoy longer days than on the banks of the
Queanbeyan River at the recently-opened Riverside
Café. The Café, located in Trinculo Place, opened for
business in September and I encourage residents to
get along and sample the goods on offer. The Café is
operated by experienced operators Brent and Elaine
Richter who also operate the Yarralumla Gallery Café
in the ACT and previously operated a café in Monaro
St in Queanbeyan.

Cr Tim Overall

Queanbeyan update
with Mayor, Cr Tim Overall

Congratulations to Cr Peter
Bray who was elected
Deputy Mayor at Council’s
September meeting. Cr
Peter Bray was elected
to Council in September
2008. Cr Bray served in
the Regular Army for some
40 years, retiring in 1996.
Following his military career
He became increasingly
involved in the disability sector at community and
State levels. He has held appointments of Vice
President Queanbeyan Special Needs Group Inc. and
President Meals on Wheels Queanbeyan Inc. Cr Bray
continues to fundraise for local charitable purposes.
Cr Bray will now serve as Deputy Mayor up until the
Local Government Elections in September 2012. I
particularly thank Cr Sue Whelan for her assistance
over the past three years as Deputy Mayor. Cr
Whelan is the longest serving councillor on Council
and continues to make a significant contribution to the
community and Council.

Barilaro unveils first budget goodies
MEMBER FOR Monaro John Barilaro reports the following allocations for the
Queanbeyan/Palerang electorate in the NSW Coalition’s first budget:
• $280,000 for the Braidwood Multipurpose Service.
• $3 million stage one funding to construct passing lanes on the Monaro Highway.
• $500,000 stage one funding for the Ellerton Drive Extension – Queanbeyan.
• $1.6 million for new social housing in Queanbeyan.

The budget also includes a five-year $2 billion program for disability services, said to
be the largest funding commitment to disability services made in the nation’s history.

First Queanbeyan
Business Excellence
Awards draw
capacity crowd
NORTHFORK CHEMICALS was named Business
of the Year at the inaugural Queanbeyan
Business Excellence Awards held at ‘the Q’ last
month. More than 100 people attended the gala
dinner and awards.

Bulletin advertising partners, Benedict House
and Queanbeyan Chainsaws and Garden
Equipment were amongst the category winners
and we congratulate them all.

The five individual awards went to:
• Retail, wholesale and distribution –

Queanbeyan Chainsaws and Garden
Equipment

• Tourism, hospitality, events –
Queanbeyan Riverside Tourist Park

• Construction, manufacturing processing –
Chincivil Pty Ltd

• Trades, professions and services –
Parkhill Financial Group

• Capital Region BEC microbusiness –
Benedict House

The Queanbeyan Business Excellence Awards
were developed by representatives from the
Queanbeyan Business Council and the Capital
Region Business Enterprise Centre. Committee
chairperson Councillor Sue Whelan
congratulated the award winners and thanked
the committee, sponsors and businesses for their
assistance.

– Your region and Council –

SUPPORT THE CBD VISION: car access have become major issues.
Following the Council meeting, an

accelerated works proposal was discussed with
merchants. This would shave four weeks off the
schedule but the trade-off would be closing
traffic altogether for about as long in October/
November. Longer work shifts are also being
considered.

McKinnon told Council that businesses have
suffered revenue losses averaging 30 percent
since August and that layoffs have occurred as
a result. He said business owners expect to lose
$500,000 over the life of the project.

He blamed poor planning and unexpected
changes in work design. Asked whether
merchants were consulted prior to the job
starting, he said they were, but that no-one
believed it would actually go ahead, and then
suddenly it did.

Queanbeyan Mayor Tim Overall said that in
addition to the works changes, a letterbox drop
awareness campaign to the broader community
is being developed with Queanbeyan Business
Council.

He said Council is investing over $4 million
to try to make Queanbeyan CBD a more
attractive business location. “The businesses that
will particularly benefit are those in Crawford
Street.

“Attempting to reverse years of neglect does
not happen overnight but I urge those intent on
looking at today’s bottom line to also look just
that little bit further.” Whether or not the current
Crawford St businesses can heed this advice may
depend on the support of the community.

DON’T ABANDON
CRAWFORD ST NOW
THE REALITIES of major inner city renovation
are hitting both Queanbeyan Council and local
merchants who have started calling the Crawford
St lifestyle precinct construction bordering their
shops ‘nightmare on Crawford St’. They say that
10–12 businesses are suffering the cost.

According to Stuart McKinnon from
Continental Cakes, who made a strong pres-
entation to the last Council meeting about losses
suffered by neighbouring merchants since work
started in August, a request for compensation
from Council may now be the only answer.

 “It’s becoming a matter of survival,” he said
after the meeting. Merchants including a motel,
chemist, and dry cleaner all have relied on close
parking and easy access.

Councillors meanwhile voted to explore
ways to speed up the works, now scheduled until
Christmas. All sides readily agree that something
must be done to help the merchants through this
period and that the wider community needs to
be made aware and supportive.

Converting the centre of the block to a
pedestrian-friendly mall requires major
realignment of the whole street and underground
utilities. The eastbound lanes between Monaro
and Morrisset Street are temporarily closed and
only one westbound lane is open. Parking and

APPROVAL WOES
I REFER to the September
issue of the Bulletin, and in

particular the article on page 4 headed
“Head planner resigns”.

If the Palerang Council Planning
department is unable to approve
Development Applications within a
reasonable time-frame due to
“inability to fill positions with
qualified staff, ...” would it not make
sense to refer all DA’s to the NSW
Planning Department from now on?

On a recent visit to the council
chambers I found a pamphlet from the
NSW department boasting that they
can approve DAs within ten days!

I knew of someone who recently
submitted a DA and waited no less
than seven months; this is apparently
‘not uncommon’ and not as long as
some other delays.

What is considered a ‘reasonable
time-frame’? Ask any resident who has
submitted a DA.

Be brave, Palerang and admit
defeat. Let the NSW Department help
you, AND the residents!

— Mrs Valerie Watson,
Hoskinstown

Dear Editor ...



October 2011 PAGE: 14 Advertising 0418 731 691 adverts@districtbulletin.com.au

– Community Notices –

Bungendore’s own satirists, Shortis and
Simpson, will look back over the
political highlights (and lowlights) of
2011 in SATIRE IN A LOUNGE ROOM.

> see What’s On (29 October), p16

The Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF)
is an initiative and charity of The Australian
Book Industry drawing on its diverse range of
expertise, skills and resources. It works with the
support of the Australian Publishers Association,
the Australian Booksellers Association and the
Australian Society of Authors.

The Foundation employs an Indigenous
Literacy Program Manager who is based in
Darwin and who works closely with com-
munities around Australia. Funds raised by the
Foundation help purchase and supply culturally-
appropriate books and literacy resources for over
200 remote communities around Australia.

– Sharon Baxter-Judge
The Bulletin supplied a free ad to the fund-
raiser prizes, as well as clearing some space
for new books!

HURRY, LAST DAY!
FIVE CADET positions are currently on offer
through Essential Energy’s Engineering
Cadetship Program but applications must be
received by 5pm, Friday 7 October 2011.

“The program provides financial support
and industry experience to students starting a
Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) degree
and offers an opportunity to play a vital role
in planning, designing, constructing and
maintaining Australia’s largest electricity
network,” said a company spokesperson.

The successful candidates will begin in
2012, further strengthening a team of 16

cadets and graduate engineers
engaged by the company over six years since
the program began. (There is always next
year?)

Nominate for SERAS
scholarships
THE SOUTH EAST Regional Academy of
Sport (SERAS) is seeking nominations from
talented young athletes from across the region
who would like to apply for a scholarship in
various sports programs being offered in 2012.

Squad sport programs being run by the
academy in 2012 include golf, lawn bowls,
netball, and snowsports. There are also
scholarships for coaches and umpires who come
from the above sports.

Individual scholarships are available for
athletes from other sports in the Essential Energy
Program. Athletes with a disability are eligible
to apply for an individual scholarship.

Each scholarship is valued at approximately
$1,500 and includes sports specific training
camps, athlete education, physiotherapy
screenings, fitness testing, personal devel-
opment, strength and conditioning, and other
benefits for squad sports. Individual schol-
arships have a monetary component as well as
access to other components of the scholarship
programs.

Nominations for squad sport programs can
be completed on-line at the SERAS website
(www.seras.org.au). For a nomination form
please contact the SERAS office on 6112 8686.

Nominations close Friday 14 October 2011

Nominate your local
‘heritage heroes’
THE 2011 HERITAGE Volunteer Awards are
open for nominations of individuals or organ-
isations who have contributed to the conserv-
ation, management or promotion of heritage in
the local community.

Volunteers can be contributing through
education, fundraising, historical research,
interpretation, management, physical conserv-
ation, promotion or undertaking surveys and
studies.

Award categories:
• Aboriginal Heritage  • Archaeological
Heritage  • Built Heritage  • Cultural Heritage
• Engineering Heritage  • Landscape and
Garden Heritage  • Maritime Heritage
• Movable Heritage  • Multicultural Heritage
• Natural Heritage.

BUNGENDORE AND DISTRICT
— PUBLIC TRANSPORT —

Train Services  – CountryLink
(www.countrylink.nsw.gov.au )

or 13 22 32
CountryLink tickets can be booked online,
by phone or at the Bungendore Post Office.

Trains from Bungendore to
Queanbeyan & Canberra

Monday to Friday 10:42, Sat & Sun 10:36,
Daily 15:44 and Mon, Wed, Fri & Sun 21:48.

Trains from Canberra to
Bungendore

Daily 06:43, Daily 11:55 and Mon, Wed, Fri
17:03.

Trains from Bungendore to
Goulburn, Southern Highlands

and Sydney
Daily 07:22, Daily 12:34 (with connection
from Moss Vale to Wollongong) and Mon,
Wed, Fri & Sun 17:42.

Trains from Sydney to
Bungendore

(all with connecting services from
Wollongong to Moss Vale) Daily  6:58,
12:05 and 18:11.

——  * * *  ——

Deane’s Buslines
(www.deanestransitgroup.com.au)

or 6299 3722
Service 850 runs on ACT school days leaving
Old Elmslea at 07:17, Gibralter St (opp
Post Office) at 07:27 and arriving in
Queanbeyan at 08:03 for connections
to Civic and Woden. The return service
departs Queanbeyan at 16:05. In addition
a service 850 also runs on Thursdays, the
bus leaves Bungendore at 09:50. This service
will pick up from your door in Bungendore
but needs to be booked the day before
travel on 6299 3722. The return service
leaves bay M3 in Queanbeyan at 13:35
delivering you back to your door. This service
also passes Queanbeyan Hospital.

Murrays Coaches
(www.murrays.com.au)

or 13 22 51
A daily service to Narooma via Braidwood
and Batemans Bay leaving at 08:20 (opp the
Bungendore post office), and Braidwood at
8:55 (Braidwood post office). The return
service arrives at Braidwood at 16:05 and
Bungendore at 16:40 and continues on to
Canberra.

Bungendore and surrounds
generously support literacy
project

THE INDIGENOUS Literary Foundation (ILF)
Book Fair and Auction was a great success
despite the freezing day. We started off with
around 2,000 books and we raised $1,032.35
for the ILF. The Foundation is thrilled with this
result and has asked me to pass on thanks to all
those involved.

The silent auction and cake stall made
$1,540 for the outside mural project.

P&C will be contributing another $1,320 to
have the mural done by the end of the year. The
raffle we had on the day for a third flagpole
raised $233, which is a great start. Community
support was brilliant.

I will be doing this again next year (7–8
September 2012) so I am asking everyone please
keep these dates in the diary.

Download the nomination form and criteria
www.heritage.nsw.gov.au.

Alternatively contact the Heritage Branch,
Office of Environment and Heritage on phone
9873 8500 and a nomination form can be
mailed to you.

Nominations close Friday 28 October 2011

Have your say about animal
welfare and education
THE AUSTRALIAN GREENS were successful
in expanding the terms of reference for a Senate
inquiry into higher education and skills in
agriculture to include research into climate
change adaptation and sustainable agriculture,
and ways to incorporate animal welfare
principles into agricultural education.

This is an opportunity for people to make
submissions about animal welfare issues that
should be a part of any agricultural higher
education or vocational and educational train-
ing (VET).

Issues could include animal testing and
research, animal ethics committees, farm
practices on animals, intensive factory farming
practices, the culling of native animals as a part
of farm management etc.

Forms can be found at www.aph.gov.au,
then follow the links: Committees – Senate –
Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations – Current Inquiries – and then click
on the first listed inquiry.
Submissions close Tuesday 8 November 2011

Jenny Sheppard & John Murphy
4–15 October 2011

Jenny Sheppard is well known in the region for her unique landscapes, detailing flora,
fauna and human activity within her compositions. Jenny’s artistic background includes 15
years of drawing architectural impressions for Real Estate agencies – remember those?
Jenny may have even drawn your home over the years! Jenny has a loyal following in the
region and her work is highly collectable.
John Murphy has won several awards for his distinctive wood sculptures. John is heavily
influenced by the natural world and the human figure. This exhibition will feature large
intricate sculptures, alongside other pieces of interest such as detailed walking sticks – not
to be missed!
For further information please contact Georgina Perri, Cultural Development Officer,
Queanbeyan City Council 6285 6170
culturalservices@qcc.nsw.gov.au
‘The Q’ Exhibition Space Weekdays 10am–4pm Saturday 10am–3pm
Queanbeyan Performing Arts Centre
Lowe Street 6285 6290 www.theq.net.au
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HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL CLEAN OUT DAY

Date: Sunday 23 October 2011
Location: Bungendore Works Depot, 100 Ellendon Street, Bungendore
Time: 8:00am–2:30pm

Free Community Service to all Palerang Council Residents

• Paint and paint-related products
(thinners, strippers, varnish etc)

• Pesticides and herbicides
(fungicides, baits/poisons, wood
preservatives)

• Solvents and household cleaners
• Motor oils and fuels, Batteries
• Medicines
• Gas bottles

• Fire extinguishers
• Fluorescent light bulbs/tubes
• Pool chemicals
• Acids and alkalis
• Hobby chemicals

(photography chemicals etc)
• Sharps (syringes)
• Smoke Detectors

Please remember that only household quantities are accepted.  Ensure that containers
are clearly labeled.
For more information contact Palerang Council on 6238 8111.
P BASCOMB 10 Majara Street
General Manager BUNGENDORE  NSW  2621

Ph:  (02) 6238 8111
Fax. (02) 6238 1290

Materials that will be accepted
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More electricity privatisation
SPECULATION OR ACTING BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE?

by Maria Taylor

PERHAPS THEY LEARNED a thing or two
from the previous Labor government’s overnight
decision last year to privatise part of the NSW
electricity network by selling off the retail arm
(breaking up Country Energy locally).

Late last month, power workers from
Queanbeyan took their rostered day off to collect
signatures outside John Barilaro’s office and
across the street for a pre-emptive petition. They
fear that the Coalition NSW Government will
complete the sell-off, despite election pledges
to keep the remaining generators and poles and
wires in public hands.

Led by the Electrical Trades Union (ETU),
they say recent comments by former Premier and
Liberal powerbroker Nick Greiner show that the
O’Farrell Government may be persuaded to do
a backflip on this policy.

A union spokesperson noted that Greiner
made his comments as the new Chairman of
Infrastructure NSW. He has been joined on the
Board by such private sector ideologues as Max
Moore-Wilton, who served the federal Howard
government in cutting government jobs and
outsourcing, and most recently oversaw the
privatisation of Sydney airport.

Blowtorching Barry?
A Sydney Telegraph article of 16 September said
Greiner is “putting the blowtorch” to O’Farrell
with a submission to the government’s electricity
inquiry (under Justice Brian Tamberlin) arguing
that sale of the remaining electricity network is
“inevitable”. (The Telegraph, part of the
Murdoch News Limited holdings, generally
translates for the average citizen the thinking
and needs of the ‘Big End of Town’.)

Greiner spoke of the need to raise $20 billion
for other infrastructure proposals like Sydney
freeways and rail links while saving the
government one quarter of its current capital
outlays which go to maintenance of the
electricity network.

The article said Greiner’s revelation “will
force Mr O’Farrell to sell off the electricity poles
and wires or face a damaging split with the
Infrastructure body he set up”. However,
O’Farrell told the Telegraph that there will be
no decision until the Tamberlin report is
received. It was set up to look into the Keneally
government’s fire sale of electricity assets.

Doing the math of a sell-off
An ETU spokesperson said union analysis
shows the benefits to NSW taxpayers of keeping
the electricity infrastructure and generators in

public hands. Selling wholesale energy and
charging for the cost of maintaining infra-
structure delivered $1.7 billion (profit) to the
NSW Treasury last year. “If they sell the
distribution network (to raise $20 billion) they
first have to retire $13 billion in debt. That would
net $7 billion. Compare that to the annual
income of $1.7 billion.”

Local electricity workers and their union are
asking the Member for Monaro John Barilaro
to reveal where he stands on this issue. He told
the Bulletin that the pre-election policy to retain
the network is still the Government’s policy on
the issue. However he took a pugnacious stance
vis a vis the ETU.

“I find it very rich that the Electrical Trades
Union was silent as the Labor Government
proceeded with a fire sale of our State’s elect-
ricity assets, yet slams this Government over
mere speculation. The independent special
commission of inquiry into the electricity sector
is underway under Justice Tamberlin.

“The commission will also examine the
feasibility of a government buy back of the assets
sold by the previous Government. This process
is independent of the NSW Government and I
look forward to reviewing its findings.”

To which the union responded in an email:
“Everyone knows that ETU members actively
campaigned against the previous government
over this policy which was well documented in
the press, workplaces and local communities,
to try and claim otherwise is plain arrogant. This
was bad policy under the previous government
and is bad policy today.

“What the ETU is doing right now is
standing up for local communities, just like
Queanbeyan, that do not want to see this
essential service flogged off to support the
construction of a multibillion dollar road project
in Sydney.”

Workers fear another
Victoria outcome
The union campaign points out that Monaro is
home to a network of thousands of kilometres
of transmission and distribution wires and
several large maintenance depots providing
more than 300 highly-skilled local jobs.

“What we saw in Victoria following
privatisation was the decimation of regions just
like Monaro with massive job losses, higher
energy costs and cuts to maintenance which
resulted in the Victorian bushfire disaster. We
cannot afford to let this happen in our local
communities,” said a local energy worker, Ray
Seymour.

“Every single Monaro Resident has the
opportunity to send a clear message to Mr
Barilaro. If the community chooses not to act, it
is highly likely that this essential service will be
sold off.”

The petition can downloaded from
www.stoptheselloff.org.au. The ETU says once
10,000 signatures have been collected the
petition will be presented to NSW Parliament
requiring MP’s to debate the issue.

The masses of pale flowers give this little plant
the appearance of a cream cloud – and, during
the non-flowering period, the small, grey-
green leaves make it a useful contrast plant.

Frost-hard coastal species
Two other species with grey-green leaves are
from the coastal ranges, but appear to be hardy
to the frosts and recent dry conditions in this
area. P. brogoensis is a tall, rather narrowly
upright shrub. After about four years, both of
mine are well over 3 metres and still growing
upwards. The crowded leaves usually measure
less than 2cm and are more or less circular in
shape, and the creamy-yellow flowers are
carried in small pyramidal panicles.

POMADERRIS
Cont’d from p6

P. cinerea is one of the latest flowering
plants in this genus, the flowers appearing in
December to January. It can grow to the size
of a small tree in forested areas. The leaves,
about 3cm long, are a velvety grey-green, a
perfect backdrop for the drooping panicles of
lemon-yellow flowers.

Pomaderris can be propagated easily from
the plentiful seed, treated with boiling water
before sowing. They provide shelter for birds
and sometimes food, eg for the Crimson
Rosella.

– GIG GUIDE: October –
Friday 7
The Playmates, 8pm–12am,  Queanbeyan
Kangaroos Club, Stuart St.
Romeo, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Tigers Club,
Southbar Rd.
Saturday 8
Swizz, 7–11pm. Royal Hotel Queanbeyan.
Retro DJ, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Tigers Club,
Southbar Rd.
Sunday 9
Gracenotes and the Chris Harland Blues Band.
The Artist’s Shed, Forster St, Queanbeyan.
Cassidy’s Irish Band, 12–3pm, Tulip Top Gardens,
Federal Hwy, Canberra.
Monday 10
Mainly Mozart String Quartet, 12–3pm, Tulip Top
Gardens, Federal Hwy, Canberra.
Thursday 13
Gary Sturgess, Royal Hotel Queanbeyan.
Friday 14
MLC, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Kanagaroos Club,
Stuart St.
Hit & Run, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Tigers Club,
Southbar Rd.
Saturday 15
Simply Bushed, The Loaded Dog, Tarago.
Retro DJ, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Tigers Club,
Southbar Rd.

Authorised Bootleg, 7–11pm. Hotel Queanbeyan.
Thursday 20
Gary Sturgess, Royal Hotel Queanbeyan.
Friday 21
Hit Parade, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Bowling Club.
Hit & Run, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Kangaroos
Club, Stuart St.
The Jukes, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Tigers Club,
Southbar Rd.
Saturday 22
Gary Sturgess, 7–11pm. Royal Hotel Queanbeyan.
Sunday 23
Freya’s Rain. The Artist’s Shed, Forster St,
Queanbeyan.
Thursday 27
Gary Sturgess, Royal Hotel Queanbeyan
Friday 28
R&R, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Bowling Club.
Phat Kat City, 8pm–12am, Queanbeyan Kangaroos
Club, Stuart St.
Saturday 29
MLC, 7–11pm. Royal Hotel Queanbeyan.
Sunday 30
Special Music at the Creek launch featuring
Humbug, Franklyn B Paverty, Hannah Gillespie,
O’Neill & Rodgers. The Artist’s Shed, Forster St,
Queanbeyan.

Free-ranging chooks with cattle is kind to
animals, good nutrition and good busi-
ness. Maremma dog on guard.
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(By the time he sold controlling interest in 2007,
Goldmark and other brand names were part of
the business and there were 350 stores across
the country.)
Bulletin: What prompted the move to your
present farming practices?

TC:  At Mulloon Creek we were farming
conventionally and grazing conventionally
(mainly sheep) until after the ‘80s drought. We
found that we couldn’t keep going like that
because the soil was going more acid. We were
not getting production.

We heard of a bio-dynamic farm near
Tumbarumba, and when we saw lucerne on top
of a dry hill, the roots that deep under the ground,
in a dry year, I thought this has got something
going for it. So for purely practical reasons we
went straight to bio-dynamic (and moved away
gradually from sheep production).
Bulletin: Tell us about your organic free-range
egg operation.

TC: We got into the chickens and the eggs
because I could see the symbiotic relationship
between hens and cattle. You can increase your
productivity in a nice natural way. And you are
actually helping the soil.You graze the cattle so
the grass is low enough. Then the chickens come
free-ranging through and they get the flies and
the bugs. You would not want to be a
grasshopper in a chook paddock. For every flock
of 1,000 we allow about 20 acres; there is no
pressure on the land at all.

We show people how our chickens are
raised. They live outside and are free to go
inside, whereas in a normal operation they live
inside and go outside if they can get out the door.

The nutrition benefits are the result. We get
a lot of (usable) Omega 3 out of the eggs. We

had the eggs tested and the Omega 3 is over four
times what it is in conventional eggs.
Bulletin: How successful has the custom egg
business been?
TC: We have done well. We only make a very
little amount per dozen because our costs are
high but we have no problems selling our eggs.
We always have a shortage, because there are
enough people prepared to pay a little extra for
quality and nutrition – people who appreciate
the true value of food.
Bulletin: Do you have a vision for Palerang in
terms of what is possible here in farming?
TC: One of the biggest opportunities I see is in
unlocking super phosphate. There has been so
much applied over the years that it is now
“locked up”. It is estimated that only 1 percent
of what goes in actually comes out and is
effective.

The only way of releasing what is stored in
the soils is through biology. Biological farming

through the use of composting, controlled
grazing and pasture cropping etc, are some of
the techniques available for higher productivity.
Those who continue to farm conventionally
would be noticing a drop in productivity.

There is also a huge opportunity to have
more productive agriculture using good design
and natural methods. We can diversify and use
our land for other purposes such as fruits,
vegetables, smaller and complimentary animals.
We could come together as a region and create
a “precinct” of sorts that specialised in holistic
organic food production. But for any of these
models to be successful individuals would need
access to abattoirs for small and large animals
as well as value-adding facilities. There needs
to be changes in legislation for this to happen.
Toni Dale: Palerang could become less and less
reliant on chemical and fossil fuel inputs with
far more emphasis on healthy soil, for healthy
and nutritionally dense food.
Bulletin: You have a very compassionate view
of animal production.
TC: We should look at the way animals are
raised, as well as how they are killed. Now you
have animals that have such a terrible life going
through stress with confinement, feedlots, boats
etc. I think it was Ghandi who said: “A
civilization will be judged by the way it treats
its animals.”

–– by Maria Taylor with Heike Hahner

FARMING FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
Cont’d from p1

Extremely beautiful when in flower,
Pomaderris are also hardy and fast-

growing, making them handy for small
gardens or as understorey plants for

large-scale rural plantings.
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What’s On – October
Send your announcements to whatson@districtbulletin.com.au

EVERY MONTH:
Every Saturday
Capital Region Farmers Market
EPIC grounds, Mitchell, 8–11am. A genuine farm-
ers market offering a diverse range of fresh sea-
sonal food straight from the producer to the con-
sumer and an opportunity to discuss with growers.
www.capitalregionfarmersmarket.com.au

1st Saturday of every month
The Captains Flat Country Markets
Community Hall, Foxlow St, Captains Flat,
10–2pm. Bric-a-brac, trash and treasure and local
produce. Call 6236 6094 or email www.captains
flat.org

2nd Sunday of the month (except Jan)
Queanbeyan Cottage Markets
Queanbeyan River, on the corner of Morrisett and
Collett Streets, 9–2pm. Craft, timber products, pot-
tery, leatherwork, jewellery, toys, honey, jams, chut-
ney, cakes, plants, food and refreshments. Call
Kristen 6299 0219.
3rd Saturday of every month (except July/Aug)
Wamboin Produce Market
Wamboin Community Hall, Bingley Way, Wamboin,
9–12 noon. Fresh produce including cheese, eggs,
honey, vegetables, nuts, seeds and plants.

3rd Sunday every month
Bungendore Markets
War Memorial Hall, Molonglo St, Bungendore,
9–2pm. Crafts, trash and treasure and general
stalls.
Windy Hall Country Markets
Windellama Hall, 10–2pm, craft goods, Devonshire
tea, deli delights and more. For more contact Bob
Shaw on 4844 5001.

4th Saturday of every month
Braidwood Markets
Ryrie Park, Wallace St, Braidwood, 8am. Local
crafts and cooking, plant and natural products. Call
Geraldine 4847 5061.

More on regional and local events
and local tourist attractions:
www.bungendore.com.au
www.visitqueanbeyan.com.au
www.visitbraidwood.com.au

– Plan ahead for November –

OCTOBER SPECIAL OFFER

Phone 6238 0000 Fax 62381100  Email sales@cleanseeds.com.au

Exhibition at Bungendore
Wood Works Gallery

Until Saturday 15
Love Song
‘The Q’, Crawford St, Queanbeyan. If happiness
is a state of mind, then life’s just a silly love song.
Exhibition – From Jerra to Gibraltar
‘The Q’, Crawford St, Queanbeyan. Local painter
Jenny Sheppard and woodworker John Murphy
present their latest works in this shared exhibition.

Until Sunday 16
Exhibition – Printmaking
Altenburg Fine Art Gallery Braidwood. Frances
Luke and Lola Cullen. Ph 4844 4384 or email
geoldham @yahoo.com.au.
Floriade
Commonwealth Park, Canberra. Enjoy uplifting
entertainment; sample regional food and wine;
learn from informative workshops and educational
demonstrations and meander amongst magnificent
garden bed displays in the heart of the nation’s
capital. www.floriadeaustralia.com.
Tulip Top Gardens Display
15 minutes from Canberra on the Federal Highway,
9–5pm.

Until Monday 31
Exhibition – True Colours
Bungendore Fine Art, 42 Ellendon St, Bungendore.
Sally Wilson is a traditional realist who loves the
country and depicts it in all its moods. Ph 6238 1640.
Kings Highway Safety RTA Online
Forum
The RTA is seeking community feedback about
road safety on the Kings Highway near Braidwood.
The forum and additional project information can
be found on the RTA’s website www.rta.nsw.gov.au/
road projects.
Andy Griffiths Kids’ Writing
Competition
Australian children’s author Andy Griffiths, is calling
for young writers in Palerang up to the age of 12 to
write a creative short story with a ‘treehouse’ theme.
To enter, young aspiring writers can simply email
their maximum 200-word short story entry to
booklover@dymocks.com.au with “Andy Griffiths
Writing Competition” in the subject heading or mail
their entry to Dymocks Booklover, Level 6, 428
George Street, Sydney NSW 2000. For more
information on the Andy Griffiths Kids’ Writing
Competition, including full terms and conditions,
please visit www.dymocks.com.au.

to gather comments and suggestions on road safety.
To register your interest in attending the community
workshop please contact Candice Camacho on
4221 2417 or by email braidwood_hazards@rta.
nsw.gov.au.

Saturday 15 October until November 21
Exhibition – Design, Innovation, Play
Bungendore Wood Works Gallery, Kings Hwy,
Bungendore. Recent sculptural objects, con-
temporary furniture and functional products by
David MacLaren. Ph 6238 1682.

Saturday 15 and Sunday 16
Bungendore Model Railway Exhibition
Bungendore Community Hall, Bungendore Public
School, 37 Gibraltar Street, Bungendore. Sat 10–5pm,
Sun 10–4pm. Entry: $6 Adults, $4 Seniors, $3 Children
5–15, $15 Family (2+2), Free for under 5s
www.cmnsg.asn.au/exhibition.
Murrumbateman Field Days
Field Day Site, Barton Highway, Murrumbateman
(between Canberra and Yass). Murrumbateman Field
Days is an annual event dedicated to small area
farming, with exhibitors displaying a wide range of
machinery, equipment and services. www.mf
days.com.

Tuesday 18
WCA October General Meeting
Wamboin Community Hall, commencing at 7.30 pm.
All welcome.

Friday Oct 21 until Saturday November 5
Me and My Girl
‘The Q’, Crawford St, Queanbeyan. Queanbeyan
Players Presents a wonderfully funny evening of
theatre. Ph 6285 6290 or visit www.theq.net.au.

Friday 21 to Sunday 23
Home, Leisure, Caravan and Camping Show
Exhibition Park Canberra, 10–5pm. Adults $15,
seniors, aged and invalid pensioners $12, children
under 16 years FREE. For more see www.canberra
homeshow.com.au.

Saturday 22
Captains Flat Community Garage Sale
Captains Flat, 8–2pm. For more information phone
6236 6788 or email rickandrenza@iinet.net.au.
Wildlife and Botanical Artists inc. (WABA)
Theaterette, Australian Botanical Gardens, 2–4pm.
WABA has been a pivotal network in the ACT bringing
together artists interested in flora and fauna since
1997. Botanical artist, Sharon Field, will be the guest
speaker for the second quarterly WABA meeting.
Please contact Julia Landford (President) on
6166 7002 for further details.

Sunday 23
Bungendore Rodeo
Bungendore Rodeo Equestrian Sports and Recreation
Reserve, Kings Hwy, Bungendore (about 5km east of
Bungendore towards Batemans Bay). The Bungendore
Rodeo attracts some top class competitors throughout
Australia and overseas. Always a great day for thrill
seekers and one of the largest country rodeos. Entry
$15 for adults and $10 for children 12–16. Children
under 12 free. See www.bungendorerodeo.com.au.
Carwoola Kite Flying Karnival Kapers
Stoney Creek Community Hall, Carwoola, 11–3pm.
The Karnival promises to be another great event, with
fun and entertainment for everyone.There will be a
range of craft and produce stalls including Turkish food,
sauces and preserves, cakes, toys, home-made cards,
and jewellery available. A sausage sizzle, cool drinks,
coffee and tea wil be put on by the Stoney Creek RFS.
Various styles of kites will be on sale, thanks to Super
Toyworld, Fyshwick. For more details, contact Phil on
6297 7381.

Wednesday 26 October until Sunday
November 6
15th Canberra International Film Festival
Dendy Cinema Centre Canberra and Arc Cinema
National Film & Sound Archive Acton. Screening a mix
of feature films and feature length documentaries.
See www.canberrafilmfestival.com.au.

Saturday 29

Satire in a Lounge Room
Bungendore’s own satirists, Shortis and Simpson,
will look back over the political highlights (and
lowlights) of 2011 in a house concert presented in
the home of Michelle and Aaron, who live at 109
Barnet Dr, Mt Fairy (off the Goulburn Rd between
Braidwood and Bungendore). 8pm, tickets $30.
Bookings and enquiries moyajohn@shortis
andsimpson.com 6230 4868.

Bungendore Spring Ball – Welcome to
fabulous Las Vegas
Bungendore Hall, Bungendore Public School, 37
Gibraltar St, Bungendore. The Bungendore Spring Ball
is a major fundraising event for the Bungendore
Combined Churches. Live entertainment by The Huge
Combo as well as the increasingly popular Silent
Auction. Three-course dinner provided but bring your
own drinks. Prizes for the best dressed man and
woman and also the best dressed Esky! Tickets $90pp.
Cathy Preston 0412 611 847 or Penny Ford
penny.s.ford@gmail.com.

Saturday 29 and Sunday 30
Burra Open Gardens
This year, seven stunning local gardens will be open

Friday 7 and Friday 21
Queanbeyan Summer Sunset Markets
Courtyard between the Queanbeyan Library and the
Council Chambers, 5–8pm. Arts and crafts, collect-
ables, gourmet foodstuffs, produce and more!

Saturday 8
Harden Kite Festival
Harden. Good old kite flying and local food and market
stalls.
Gunning Fireworks Festival
Gunning. Over one hour of fireworks demonstrations.
Highlights at this year’s festival are music from Queen
Juanita and the Zydeco Cowboys, amusement rides,
market stalls, the Goulburn Pipe Band, the Hall Brass
Band, a reptile exhibition and much more!

Monday 10
ACT Holiday (Family & Community Day)

Start of School Term 4

Bywong Community Assocation AGM
Bywong Community Hall. The current committee
welcomes volunteers and new committee members
from the Bywong area.

Tuesday 11 to Thursday 13
Cert IV in Carbon Management
Queanbeyan. An accredited workplace qualification
for environmental managers to enable and support the
development of carbon management and carbon
emission reduction strategies for organisations,
businesses and Councils. For more see www.sustain
ingourtowns.org.au.

Thursday 13
Kings Highway Safety Workshop
National Theatre, Braidwood. A community workshop

Tuesday 1
Melbourne Cup
Flemington Racetrack, Melbourne, 3pm. For more see
www.melbournecup.com.

Thursday 3
David Pereira Concert
Bungendore Wood Works Gallery, 8pm. David Pereira
on cello will be joined by Geoffrey Lancaster on
fortepiano in a performance of the Beethoven Cello
Sonata Cycle. Tickets are $44 at the Gallery or on
6238 1682.

Friday 4
Queanbeyan Summer Sunset Markets
Courtyard between the Queanbeyan Library and the
Council Chambers, 5–8pm. Arts and crafts,
collectables, gourmet foodstuffs, produce and more!
Living Well After Cancer Program
Canberra 10–12.30pm. Cancer survivors will front a
special Cancer Council group session in where they
will share their experiences on coping with life after
cancer with local survivors. Bookings are free but
essential. Contact 1300 200 558 (cost of a local call)
or livingwellaftercancer@nswcc.org.au.

Tuesday 8
Outreach Meetings
Bungonia Community Hall. Goulburn Mulwaree
Council’s Outreach Meeting allows rural residents to
meet with Councillors and staff to discuss important
Council-related issues.

Design Innovation Play (15 October – 21 November 2011) is the first solo
exhibition in a 40-year wood working career that has seen David MacLaren rise
from a humble apprentice to a master craftsman and Artistic Director of one of
the most successful specific purpose arts and craft galleries in the world. Pictured
with David, work in Silver Ash and Ebony (strut 450w x 650d x 1400h mm).

to the public over the weekend. Gardens will be open
to the public from 10–5pm on both days. Tickets $20pp
for 2 days, single garden visit $10pp, children under
15 free. For more see www.burra.org.au/
opengardens.


