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The UFUA National Committee of Management notes the recent findings of the 

Climate Council, that: 

 

1. The catastrophic, unprecedented fire conditions currently affecting NSW and 

Queensland have been aggravated by climate change; 

2. Bushfire conditions are now more dangerous than in the past;  

3. The fire season has lengthened so substantially that it has already reduced 

opportunities for fuel reduction burning;  

4. The costs of fighting fires are increasing;  

5. Australia is being battered by extreme weather events, made worse by climate 

change. The summer of 2019/20 is shaping up as another terrible trifecta of 

heatwaves, droughts and bushfires; 

6. Climate change is making many extreme weather events in Australia worse; 

7. Worsening extreme events, such as heatwaves, drought and bushfires, are affecting 

the health and well-being of Australians and important sectors such as farming; 

8. The catastrophic events that are unfolding in Australia are not “normal”. Now is the 

time to act decisively and swiftly; 

9. The government must develop an urgent plan to (1) prepare Australian communities, 

health and emergency services for escalating fire danger; and (2) rapidly phase out 

the burning of coal oil and gas which is driving more dangerous fires. 

 

The United Firefighters Union of Australia recognises the ever-increasing 

demand on our members, being professional career firefighters and support 

personnel, in the context of campaign fires of a nature that has never been 

experienced before. 

 

The National Committee of Management of the United Firefighters Union of 

Australia hereby calls upon the Commonwealth, State and Territory 

Governments to work collaboratively in the interests of firefighter and 

community safety to:  

 

1. Build greater capacity to fight fires nationally. That includes increasing 

the number of firefighters by at least two thirds by 2030. 

2. Address issues of compatibility and capacity to facilitate the most 

effective interoperability of emergency service organisations and their 

key personnel, especially for fire services.  



3. Reduce emissions by rapidly phasing out the burning of coal oil and gas 

which is driving more dangerous fires and accelerating the transition to 

renewables and storage technologies, and non-polluting transport, 

infrastructure, and food production. It is now that we need the Federal 

Government to step up to protect Australian lives from worsening 

disasters in the future. 

 

These initiatives should be facilitated by the establishment of a subject 

matter expert committee operating at a Federal level to audit the 

progression of recommendations of Senate Inquiries and other bodies, with 

a view to expediting coordinated and decisive action. 

 

 

 

 
 

 


